
The Brothers Grimm:   
Author Study on the Brothers Who Saved Fairy Tales 

Reading l-5 Day Lesson Plan  

THEME:   

 Moral of the Story 
  –  Every story does not end in happily ever after.Every story is a journey of life. 
 1. We make our own fate. 
 

2. 
Meeting your calling in life does not always lead to you walking in your parents’ 

footsteps. 
 3. Studying the Hero’s Journey is sometimes a crooked, winding path. 

 Grade Level: PreK-College 
 

 

Essential Questions:  What is the difference between fairy tales and folk tales?  Why 

did the Brothers Grimm think the stories and morals came naturally from the oral 

traditions of the German people?  What if the Brothers Grimm had not decided to write 

these stories down?  Are their stories about real people?  Why were the stories not meant 

for children? Why did Disney change and water down the fairy tales of the Brothers 

Grimm? 

 Vocabulary Words 
 

 

Germany 

Oral traditions 

Fairy tales 

Folk tales 

Cultural heritage 

Literary collection 

 Whole Group Instruction: 
 

 

The teacher will tell the students that the Brothers Grimm saw these fairy tales as about 

adults and children on how they interacted with the surroundings and events in their 

world.  The teacher will open a website on the lives of the Brothers Grimm, read one of 

the stories aloud to the students.  Various questions will be addressed.  The teacher will 

ask students if they have ever read a fairy tale. Teacher will ask students if there are 

other similar stories to the one read in class.   

 Supplemental Reading/Article 
 

 

Grimm’s Fairy Tales (any choice) from Project Gutenberg online  

Optional:  A Wolf at the Door and Other Retold Fairy Tales edited by Ellen Datlow and Terri 

Windling The 2nd Edition of Norton Critical Edition The Classic Fairy Tales 

 Small Group Instruction: 
 

 

Students will gather in small groups to discuss the Brothers Grimm.  The teacher 

will ask students to create questions for a quiz they will make on the Brothers 

Grimm, so they will need to complete their own research in the classroom. The 

following questions will be explored: 
 1. What historical events were happening when the Brothers Grimm lived? 

 2. Which of the fairy tales was their favorite? 

 3. Were the Brothers Grimm aware of the significance of their gathered fairy tale stories?   

 4. Find three fairy tale stories that are based on animals with human personalities? 

 5. Each group will share their findings with the whole group. 



 

Gifted:   
 

1. 
Given the knowledge gained from their research, students will answer the 

following question: 
 2. What is the importance of gathering historical literature, music, and arts? 

 

3. 

The group will write an essay together as a group with every member giving input. 

Students will take turns typing the essay and working to make product that can be 

shared to the whole class. 

 Special Education:   
 

 

As a group students will choose a story from the Brothers Grimm, read it, and 

create a poster that represents the story in the viewpoint of the Brothers Grimm, 

not Disney.  In this way students will show that they understand the difference 

between the original Grimm fairy tales and those adjusted by Disney for movies. 
 Differentiated Activities:   
 

 

Students will write a paragraph up to a five-paragraph essay on their reactions 

to the story read in class by the teacher.  Students are asked to judge the setting 

of the story, the characters, the plot, and the conclusion.  Students answer the 

question:  Would this be considered a diverse story? 
 Transitional Activities 
 1. Get their attention. 

 2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

 3. Give directions. 

 4. Signal the start of the transition. 

 5. Observe & redirect individual students 

 Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 
 

 History: 
How does Germany’s history affect the retelling of the Grimm’s fairy 

tales?  Does anyone have the right to change these fairy tales when they 

are being retold or made into movies? 

 
 History: 

How old are the Grimms Brothers fairy tales?  Research to find the 

answer. 

 

 Mathematics: 

The numbers of the Brothers Grimm are 1,2,3,4,6,7, and 12.  These are 

all factors of 12.  Students will count how many of these numbers are 

(there are 7), then they will look up the meaning behind the number 7 

and 12 historically in our lore.  Why do those numbers make for great 

fairy tales? 

 

 Science: 
What is Culturology? Why is it important to understand Germany 

culture to understand the fairy tales? List as many German cultures as 

you can find in the research. 

 Multiple Intelligence Activities (Possible Learning Centers) 
 

 

Fairy tales show us exactly where the child is emotionally, shows him where he 

must go, and how to do it. But the fairy tale does this by implication, in the form 

of fantasy material which the child can draw on for what seems best to him, and 

by means of images which make it easy for him to comprehend what the child 

must understand. 



 

 Bodily-Kinesthetic: 

Students will invent a outdoor game using a fairy tale as the 

theme.  Students will get a chance to join these games outside 

with the class. 

 

 Interpersonal: 

Students will research to determine which creature in the fairy 

tales is most social with other animals and why:  dog, fox, 

wolf, or the rooster. 

 

 Intrapersonal: 

Of all the animals in the fairy tales, which creature do the 

students think would have the ability to understand and have 

empathy with other creatures? Students will vote to help class 

create an opinion graph. 

 
 Linguistic Verbal:   

Students will answer this question:  how do fairy tale 

characters communicate pain when they are sad? 

 

 Logical-Mathematical:   

Which is the best road to take when a fairy tale character 

comes to a crossroad:  the short road or the long road? 

Consider all of the factors and students will write all of the 

reasons why they made this choice. 

 

 Musical:   

Students will divide up in groups then create a song (using a 

base song they sang in their elementary grades) that explains 

what is going on in one of the fairy tales stories. 

 

 Naturalistic: 

Students will research the survival skills of the fairy tale 

characters that the Brothers Grimm have created.  Do the 

characters have superhuman power or are they using plain 

common sense to survive? 

 

 Visual-Spatial:   

Using geometric shapes, students in small groups will create a 

German wolf with tangrams using your color choices that will 

explain the personality of this character.  How could this 

activity have been made easier or harder? 

 Existential Intelligence:   
 

 

How do fairy tales help students understand the predicaments that happen in life and 

help them make good decisions?  Students will write three paragraphs on a time when 

they solved a problem that they faced with what happened to a fairy tale character?           

 Multicultural Activities 
 

 Art: 

Using molding clay, students will create a medallion with a wolf head 

carved by them.  The student will use the head of a pencil to make a hole 

in the medallion so that it can be worn as a necklace 

  Drama: Students will create a play with one of the fairy tales.  (Student choice) 

 
 Music: 

Students will listen to Nightingale by Yanni.  What does the music 

describe?   

 

 Physical: 

Students will play a game called Character, which I invented.  The 

teacher will call out a character trait, and students will move to either 

the right or the left, depending on whether this is a good character trait 

or a bad character trait.  Students will be asked to defend their decisions. 

 Conclusion: 
 

 

After all of the activities and discussion in the class on the fairy tale stories of the 

Brothers Grimm, students will understand the world of the Brothers Grimm and why 

they researched and compiled these stories to share with the world. 

 Checkpoint Review with Students: 
 

 
Students will complete a list of why fairy tales are important in our lives and explain 

their reasoning  to show what they learned in the class. 

 


