
Aesop’s Fables:  The Young Crab and His Mother 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story: Do not tell others how to act unless you can set a good example. 

1. “Do as I say, do not do as I do.” 

2. Learning is done by example, not by telling. 

Character Education:  Courtesy/Civility Polite and courteous behavior toward others in words and 

action. Politeness by listening and learning while learning. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

Why does the Mother Crab expect to do something she cannot do? Why do parents live vicariously through 

their children? How is ‘Success’ and ‘Failure’ defined in various countries today? How do crabs have noses?  

How do they breathe? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 

Crab Success Failure Antennae Gills 

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 

The teacher will read The Crab and Her Son to the class and discuss what crabs are, what they do, and their 

life cycle.  Students will then get in small groups to complete the activities. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLE 

The teacher will leave out a couple of books on The Little Mermaid by Hans Christian Anderson and the 

Disney film for students to read. 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 

Students will discuss the idea behind heroes, villains, and victims within stories through The Hero’s 

Journey.  Students will be assigned to these small group research projects to determine whether crabs are 

depicted as the heroes or the villains in stories, films and poems.  Once completed, the class will come 

together to discuss what they discovered. 

Gifted: 
Students will research Ancient Greece and what happened that led to Aesop being 

a slave.  Students will also research the Hero’s Journey. 

Special Education: 
Students will research Aesop’s Fables on Project Gutenberg to determine which 

ones appear to have the best heroes and villains. 

Differentiated Activities:   

Students will research various poems online about crabs.  Students will then create poems that tell stories 

with rhyming words about crabs.   

Transitional Activities: 

1. Get their attention. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

3. Give directions. 

4. Signal the start of the transition. 

5. Observe & redirect individual students. 

Activities Across Other Subjects: 

History: 
Research the history and the Greek and Roman mythology of Arthropods such as crabs as 

to whether or not they would be classified as villains. 



Mathematics: 
Students research to find out how many shells a crab will have outgrown by the time it 

becomes an adult. 

Science: 

Most crabs grow shells, but hermit crabs steal shells from other crabs.  Students will 

determine whether the hermit crabs are villains for stealing the shells of other crabs and 

discuss the fine line between what villainy is compared to survival tactics used by 

creatures of the oceans. 

Multiple Intelligence Activities 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 
Students will practice a crab shuffle by walking sideways.  Students can research 

to see the benefits of Animal Walking exercises. 

Interpersonal: 
Students research to see if crabs get along with other crabs in the same 

environment. 

Linguistic Verbal:   
Horseshoe crabs are not really considered crabs at all.  Students research to list the 

similarities and differences of the Horseshoe Crab vs the Hermit Crab. 

Logical-Mathematical:   
Students create a chart on the similarities and differences of the Horseshoe Crab vs 

the Hermit Crab.  Students may create any chart that works for them. 

Musical: 
Crabs have a neurological response to any noise frequency, especially if it is low.  

Students play the song ‘Under the Sea’ with Sebastian singing.  Would they react? 

Naturalistic: 
Students research the ideal natural environment in which Horseshoe crabs and 

Hermit crabs can live. 

Visual-Spatial: 

Students will read free online stories about crabs.  Google ‘free online books about 

crabs’ to get a list, then students will practice their storytelling skills in small 

groups rotating around the room.  Some are on YouTube via videos and others are 

online for free, such as: 

 I’m the Only Blue Crab 

 The Brave Little Crab 

 Crusty the Sad Crab 

 Clumsy Crab 

Existential Intelligence: 

Students research how horseshoe crab blood is harvested while the crab is alive and then killed for food.  

The extinction of over harvesting the crabs and the destruction of the beaches where they live and bear their 

young will have catastrophic effects on our existence on the planet.   Is this happening to all crabs or just the 

Horseshoe crab?  Students will research to find answers and present their findings in class. 

Multicultural Activities 

Art: Students will draw Sebastian the crab from the Little Mermaid. 

Drama: Students will create a play in which Sebastian does something heroic. 

Music: 
Students will research to find out what kind of music is ‘Under the Sea’ and what 

instruments are used to play the song. 

Physical: Students will hold a Crab Race. 

Conclusion: 

After reading the Aesop Fable, researching types of crabs, their habitats, and their activities, students will 

create a short video at home with their parents’ iPhones to explain what they know about crabs with the 

parents as the audience.  Students will send the videos to the teacher via school email to show the class. 

Checkpoint Review with Students:   

Students will create short Prezi’s or Power Points to explain their research. 

  



 

 

 


