
 

Aesop’s Fables:  The Wolf and The Kid 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME: Moral of the Story:   Keep yourself focused on your purpose and goals in life. 

1. There is safety in numbers. 

2. Be aware of your surroundings. 

Character Education:  Accountability/Responsibility Being responsible for your decisions and actions. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

Objectives 
Students will demonstrate their knowledge of how classic literature explores our relationship between different 

species. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION 
How do we account for individualism for our purposes and goals in life when we are safer in numbers?  What steps 

do we need to take to keep ourselves safe as we work toward our goals?  Could a predator sway from his nature and 

learn not to be a killer?  What body movements does a prey take that indicates to the predator that the predator will 

be successful? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Kid Billy-goat Alone 

Wolf Grown-up Butcher’s Trade 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLE 
How does the image of the wolf change in varying stories?  Read the short stories and watch these short videos on 

YouTube to compare the role of the wolf.  Consider whether these depictions of the wolf are fair when coming them 

with real wolves in the wild.   “Three Little Pigs” (England), the “Red Riding Wolf”, (France) and “Peter and the 

Wolf” (Russia). 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
Students break into small groups to discuss the purpose of predators and survival.  Each group will focus on a 

chosen predator to determine his purpose in nature, how important he is to the environment, and what would 

happen if predators disappeared, and prey were allowed to live freely. Students will look at ways to protect 

themselves as both predators and as prey, seeing both sides of the argument. 

Gifted 

Gifted students will study the psychological purpose of a predator staying on focus, then discuss 

Charles Darwin and this quote: 

” It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent. It is the one most 

adaptable to change”. -Charles Darwin 

Special 

Education 
Students will look at the cycle of life to determine how predators survive in the wild. Students will 

draw the life cycle for a predator of their choice.  They may present to the class if desired. 

Differentiated Activities: 

Students will choose how to present their newfound information to the class.  They can: 

1. write a song, poem, story 

2. create a Venn diagram on the interactions between the predators and the prey. 

3. 
Research the statistics on the live of the wolf and the life of a goat, then present those to the class in a circle 

graph. 

Transitional Activities: 

1. Get their attention. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

3. Give directions. 

4. Signal the start of the transition. 

5. Observe & redirect individual students 

 

  



 

Activities Across Other Subjects: 

History: 
1. 

Wolves are being introduced back into the state of Wyoming after they have become 

endangered. – the difficulties and the successes.   

2. Explore the depiction of wolves in England, Germany, France, and Russia.   

Mathematics: The number of tagged wolves located in each state. 

Science: 
Study of the wolves in the wild and how wolves have been painted in classic literature.  The 

evolution of wolves and the shared DNA of wolves, walruses, and whales. 

Social Studies: The sociological aspects of raising goats in the human home environment. 

Multiple Intelligence Activities: 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: The Predator vs Prey Game with two teams 

Interpersonal: Discussion on why the wolf and the kid had a conversation. 

Intrapersonal: Explain whether the wolf has regrets or is satisfied with his actions. 

Linguistic Verbal: Write a poem on this story by Aesop with rhyming words. 

Logical-Mathematical: 
Write a math quiz question concerning this Aesop Fable.  The math problem can be 

based on what is being taught in the current Math class topic. 

Musical: Sing and explain the song “Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?” 

Naturalistic: 

Pretend to be a wolf.  Take a walk in the woods and explain what is seen, felt, smelled, 

and heard as a wolf.  Explain in writing the environment, the emotions, and the issues 

that might arise in the woods for a young wolf. 

Visual-Spatial: 

How fast can a billy-goat run?  Once found, see if the rate that the goat runs and 

compare that to other animals of your choice.  Think of an exercise that could be used 

to depict a wolf and an exercise that could be used to depict a billy-goat. 

Existential Intelligence       

Discuss the philosophy and the logic behind the nature of the predator and the prey. 

Multicultural Activities 

Art: 
Using the training given by the Art Teacher in classes, students will draw, color, or paint a picture 

of the attack by the wolf. 

Drama: Create a play in which the billy-goat learns his lesson and does not stray from his mother. 

Music: 
“Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?” Explain whether or not animals and people should be afraid 

of predators. 

Physical: 
Pretend you are watching wolves in the wild, much like Jane Goodall does with the giant apes.  

Stretch like a wolf.  Breathe like a wolf.  React like a wolf to captivity. Compare how you think to 

how a wolf thinks in the wild. 

Conclusion 
After this exploration of wolves in the wild and Billy-goats as domestic pets, the contact between these two animals 

usually ends with the billy-goat being killed and eaten.  The purpose of both animals is obvious when looking at 

survival in nature. 

Checkpoint Review with Students 
Students will create a poster, a PowerPoint presentation, or a graph depicting what they learned that they liked most 

about the lesson. 

Students will explain how likely they are to heed warnings given to them by those trying to help them. 
  



 

 

 


