
 

Aesop’s Fables:  The Wolf and the Crane 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story Expect no reward for serving the wicked. 

1. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

2. Studying the Hero’s Journey through different eyes. 

3. Determining the characters as Villain or Hero. 

4. Determining when to care about others. 

5. When to have courage in the face of difficulties. 

Character Education Trait:  Courage and Bravery Courage is the quality of being ready and willing to face 

negative situations involving danger or pain. Showing courage 

is often thought of as facing such situations without fear, but it 

also involves facing them despite the fear. Showing concern for 

the well-being of others and doing the right thing in the face of 

difficulty is hard. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th  

ESSENTIAL QUESTION 
What caused the Crane to save this dangerous predator’s life?  Why does the predator make fun of the prey who 

saved his life from starvation?  Can a prediction with proof in the story be made at the end of the story as to whether 

the Wolf will continue to eat Cranes? Why do we have to deal with fear while being brave and courageous? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Courage Feasting Crosswise Naturally 

Bravery Greedily Throat Grasping 

Reward Bone Courageous Bold 

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story aloud to the students.  Various questions will be addressed.  Ask students if they have 

ever read stories about characters, like villains, who are in denial and think they do not need others for help 

occasionally. Ask students if there are other similar stories about heroes on a Hero’s Journey. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLE 
How does the image of the wolf change in varying stories?  Read the short stories and watch these short videos on 

YouTube to compare the role of the wolf.  Consider whether these depictions of the wolf are fair when coming them 

with real wolves in the wild.   “Three Little Pigs” (England), the “Red Riding Wolf”, (France) and “Peter and the 

Wolf” (Russia). 

1. Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Natalie free at Story Jumper. 

2. Mahala’s Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai free at Free Library at Philadelphia overdrive. 

3. Brave, A Special Disney Storybook Series free on You Tube video. 

4. Wallace the Brave by Will Henry free on Get Epic! 

5. Tomorrow I’ll be Brave by Jessica Hische free on Get Epic! 

6. Brave Charlotte!  by Anu Shohner free on You Tube video. 

7. Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie picture book on Get Epic! 

8. The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane free at Project Gutenberg 

9. The Dandelion Seed by Joseph Anthony 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
Students will gather in small groups to compare the characters in The Wolf and the Crane.  The teacher will give each 

small group a copy of a story. The following character questions will be explored: 

1. What characteristics do the characters in each book demonstrate? 

2. What lessons can people learn from the bravery of these protagonists? 

 

 



 

Ask students these questions for reading comprehension: 

1. What is the main idea of the story? 

2. What happened in the story? 

3. What do you think was the most important part of the story? 

4. Did something happen that changed the outcome of the story? 

5. What was the character's mission? 

6. Why did the character make this choice? 

7. Why did [event] happen? 

FURTHER DISCUSSION 

People often believe that the ones who have found success or happiness in life are better than, stronger than, smarter 

than, the rest of us, or privy to something magical – certain strengths or qualities that are reserved for the lucky few. 

The truth is that none of us are born with the ‘success’ gene or the ‘happiness gene’. There are many things that lead 

to success and happiness, but one of the most powerful of these is courage. Behind so many brilliant successes are 

failures, rejections, and unexpected turns. Often many. Without exception, there is also courage. Mountains of 

courage. Courage to keep going, to find a different way, and of course the courage to try in the first place. courage 

doesn’t always feel like courage. From the outside, courage often looks impressive and powerful and self-assured. 

Sometimes it might look reckless or thrilling. From the inside though, it can feel frightening and unpredictable. It can 

feel like anxiety, or fear, or rolling self-doubt. Courage can be a trickster like that – it often looks different from the 

outside to the way you would expect it to feel on the inside. This is because courage and fear always exist together. It 

can’t be any other way. If there is no fear, there is no need for courage.  

Full Class 

What makes a hero a “good hero” in a book?  Students should think of the comic book and cartoon heroes that have 

affected them.  Each student should find a villain online that they are familiar with, such as Peter Pan, and then 

research all of the books, poems, movies, and songs that help the students identify the hero of his choice.  Each 

student will present his findings in class.  If any student is unsure how to approach this activity, pair him up with 

another student in the class. 

Gifted 

What makes a villain a “good villain” in a book?  Students should think of the comic book and 

cartoon villains that have affected them.  Each student should find a villain online that they are 

familiar with, such as Captain Hook in Peter Pan, and then research all of the books, poems, 

movies, and songs that help the students identify the villain of his choice.  Each student will 

present his findings in class.  If any student is unsure how to approach this activity, pair him up 

with another student in the class.  Students can choose to present their findings in any way they 

like. 

Special Education 

While the other students are working on their projects, the teacher will read the picture book 

Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie. After some discussion questions, students will begin researching to 

find as many activities as they can associated with Peter Pan.  Students will create a Microsoft 

Power Point Presentation to show pictures of the many activities online for kids to make when 

studying Peter Pan. 

DIFFERENTIATED ACTIVITIES 

Language Arts:   

We know that boys like Peter Pan can be courageous when facing pirates like Captain Hook.  Can 

women be courageous too?  Students will research to find a woman in history that they think has 

been courageous or they can look at a woman currently in their lives who has shown bravery 

during troubling times. Students will write a story about this woman and discuss the courageous 

acts that show the world that they are brave.  Students can choose a tool to make that will help 

them make a presentation on this courageous woman. 

Poetry: 
Students will write poems about themselves as being courageous and brave.  Students can use any 

historical era, or they can use depiction using science in their poems.  The poems will need to be 

typed so that they can be gathered in a booklet for each student to take home. 

 



 

Geography:   

Geography is the study of the natural features of the earth’s surface, including topography, climate, 

soil, vegetation, and man’s response to them.  After looking up maps of Ireland, students will create 

their own, making sure they include the landforms and a Key for the map.  Students will use 

Google Earth and Google Maps to create this map of Ireland and the British Isles.  Students will 

choose products that Ireland creates and sells, then draw pictures on their maps to show where 

these products were produced. 

Mathematics: 
Students will work in small groups to create paper cranes, then they will answer this math word 

problem: My mom can fold 16 paper cranes in 4 minutes. My dad can fold 15 paper cranes in 5 

minutes. How long would it take them to fold 42 cranes if they work together at those rates? 

Transitional Activities 

1. Get their attention. 4. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

2. Give directions. 5. Signal the start of the transition. 

3. Observe & redirect individual students   

Activities Across Other Subjects 

Writing: 

After discussion on the movie and the story book Brave, students will understand that oftentimes, 

bravery comes with a price.  Students will look through Pinterest boards on sites seen in Ireland 

and will choose one topic on Ireland to research and then create a Microsoft Power Point 

Presentation on the topic.  Here are a few of the topics:  Iveagh Gardens, Kylemore Abbey, a city 

in Ireland, and Irish history or Folklore. 

History: 

Students will divide up into small groups to research one of the topics on sticks below.  Students 

may write up a research paper or have free choice on presentation of their findings.   

1. Dublin Castle in Ireland 7. 
Skellig Michael, was featured in Star Wars 

movies 

2. Irish Celtic Music 8. Writer Oscar Wilde 

3. Halloween was Invented in Ireland 9. Writer James Joyce 

4. 
Ireland has the largest number of red-

haired people in the world 
10. The Irish Emigration Museum 

5. The Two Countries of Ireland 11. St. Patrick’s Day 

6. Why Ireland is called The Emerald Isle 12. Leprechauns 

Mathematics: 

Using the research from their history activity, in small groups students will create their own math 

games.  The teacher will give students 12 colorful marshmallows from a box of Lucky Charms 

cereal to use as game pieces.  If students find another subject that appears to them from Ireland, 

they are given the ability to diversify their math game.  After completion, students will play these 

games in class each day as a rotation in small groups. 

Science: 

After reading and discussion in the class the students will get into small groups the twelve 

animals that are unique to Ireland and then create Microsoft Power Point Presentations on their 

findings to present to the class.   

Red Deer Red Fox Irish Hare 

Irish Setter Basking Shark Galway Sheep 

Connemara Pony Pygmy Shrew Peregrine Falcon 

The Viviparous Lizard Daubenton’s Bat Glen of Imaal Terrior 

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 
Play the game Gym Games - Crows and Cranes.  Show the students the game on a You 

Tube video.  It is easy to use chalk to draw the lines to play. 

 

 

https://ireland.nordicvisitor.com/travel-guide/attractions/county-cork-and-county-kerry/skellig-islands/


 

Interpersonal: 

 

Three students will get in a group to learn how to dance The 

Highland Scotische from the movie Brave. The directions 

can be found on Pinterest, but you can find it here: 

Intrapersonal: 

Just as there can be no great heroes without great villains, there can be no courage without 

fear.  Courage can be a trickster like that – it often looks different from the outside to the 

way you would expect it to feel on the inside. This is because courage and fear always exist 

together. It can’t be any other way. If there is no fear, there is no need for courage. 1. After 

a discussion on what it means to be brave, Students will write an essay at the length 

required of their grade level on this question: “Why do we have to work through the fear 

to be brave and courageous? 2.  Students can also write on this topic comparing courage 

and tricksters: “How is courage like a trickster?”  

Linguistic Verbal: 

After reviewing the Hero’s Journey and choosing a famous person from Ireland, students 

will write on this topic: What lessons can we learn from people who have shown courage 

and bravery.  Write a few paragraphs on some characteristics that show the famous person 

was brave.  After finishing the paper, students will be given three index cards to write 

three questions that they would ask this person.  Each student will then pair up another to 

videotape an ‘interview’ with the famous person, acting out the part.   

James Joyce Liam Neeson, the Actor 
Mary Robinson, Ireland’s 

First Female President 

Maureen O’Hara, the 

Actress 

A member of Enya, a 

singing group from Ireland 
Oscar Wilde, Writer 

John Tyndall, Scientists and 

Physicist 
Robert Boyle, Chemist St Patrick, Missionary 

Angela Lansbury, the 

Actress 
Jonathan Swift, Writer Bram Stroker, Writer 

George Bernard Shaw William Butler Yeats 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 

President 

Logical-Mathematical: 

Giving each student a handful of Lucky Charms, students will write three math word 

problems on index cards for a math test.  Students can use type of math being currently 

used in the class. 

Musical: 
Play the song “Brave” by Sara Bareilles.  Give copies of the lyrics to the class. Ask students 

to explain what the lyrics mean to them.  Is telling the Truth important? 

  



 

Naturalistic: 

What is the difference between crows and cranes?  Crows and ravens are considered the 

most intelligent birds.  Researchers have found that crows are not only playful and 

mischievous but also intelligent. They use tools to solve complex problems, and they 

remember faces for years and mimic sounds they hear. Cranes are not rated that high for 

intelligence, but more research is needed.  Students must answer these questions to 

understand cranes. 

1. What are the different types of birds called cranes? 

2. From what countries do these birds come? 

3. How tall can cranes get? 

4. Can cranes fly? 

5. Are herons and cranes the same type of bird? 

Have students draw a picture of a crane using the video on You Tube called “How to 

Draw a Crane Easy”.  Display them on the bulletin board for Open House.  

Visual-Spatial: 

Using geometry diagrams, students will use craft sticks to design geometric diagrams, 

Tangrams, that are fun to make using craft sticks.  Students will draw the designs the 

design of a crane, then color them to display on the bulletin board.  Right angles and 

obtuse angles can be found in each of the designs.   

EXISTENTIAL INTELLIGENCE       
Existentialist thinkers frequently explore issues related to the meaning, purpose, and value of human existence.  The 

Crane symbolizes beauty, harmony, and grace. It represents positive change as it has been associated with the New 

Year in various cultures. Crane symbolism focuses on the need for balance and living in harmony with others. Cranes 

teach us that if we want respect, we must learn to give it first.  Students will practice the exercise The Crane, holding 

one leg up at a time in a crane-like stance for a period of time decided by the teacher. 

MULTICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Art: 

After listening to the song “Brave” by Sara Bareilles, students will use watercolors or markers 

to create pictures showing themselves to be brave in a situation.  The situation could be facing 

a Dragon, fighting Fear, etc.   

Drama:  In small groups Students will create a short play about being brave.  Students have free 

choice on a scenario for this play. Students will then act out their new plays for the classroom.   

Music: 

Play the song “Touch the Sky” from the movie Brave.  Students will explain the type of 

instruments that they hear being used in the song.  Students will write a couple of paragraphs, 

depending on their grade level, on how the author of this song gave a clear image in their 

minds of what the girl from the Brave movie feels is freedom and being a brave person. 

Physical: 

It can be easier to be brave if you see someone else doing what you are afraid to 

do.  Sometimes bravery consists of just standing up to a bully. Ask students to raise their hand 

if they were ever able to be brave because they saw that someone else could do the thing that 

they were afraid to do.  Students will go to the playground and show their bravery by getting 

on the monkey bars or any activity in which they have been afraid to participate.  When 

students return to the classroom, ask them to write of a time when they were afraid to do 

something, but they were still brave enough to do it anyway. 

Games: Students will play free games online on National Geographic Kids.  Help them focus on 

games concerning Nature. 

Photography & Art: 

Students will research to find the pictures of cranes.  Students will write stories or poems 

about their pictures, creating stories of inspiration.  Students will vote on which picture of a 

crane is the most beautiful so class can use it for a booklet for the class.   

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_of_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Value_(ethics)


 

CONCLUSION 
After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The Wolf and the Crane by Aesop, students will 

understand the setting and the hidden meanings behind cooperation and citizenship. 

Checkpoint Review with Students 

1. Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class.   

2. 

Review the information learned about The Wolf and the Crane and then give your students one or more of 

the excellent quizzes that are free online on the website Quizizz.  Once on Quizizz, search for the story.  Note:  

There are other quizzes on there for the other books in this lesson plan so the teacher can pick or choose the 

ones needed. 

 

 


