
Aesop’s Fables:  The Tortoise and The Ducks  
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story: Foolish curiosity and vanity often lead to misfortune 

1. Stay focused on your task. 

2. It is often best to keep your mouth closed rather than open all the time, speaking nonsense. 

Character Education:  Humility 
 

Recognizing the part others have played in one’s achievements. 

Being teachable, not arrogant. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th (Classic Literature) 

OBJECTIVES 
Students will demonstrate their knowledge of how classic literature explores our relationship between different 

species and how animals can depict human successes and failures. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
Did the tortoise have a real reason why he did not attend Jupiter’s wedding?  Why does tortoise feel discontented?  

What could tortoise have done to gain forgiveness for her error of not attending?  Why would the tortoise not follow 

the warning given to him by the ducks?  Does the tortoise actually comprehend the statement made by the ducks?  Is 

the death of the tortoise justified? How did the ducks feel when the tortoise fell to his death? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Tortoise Jupiter in Greek Mythology (and a Planet in the Solar System) Discontented 

Countryside Astonished  

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story aloud, using inflection to show that the story is suspenseful.  Discuss the purpose of 

the tortoise at being at the end and his lack of understanding his purpose in the story.   Discussion on the need for 

listening and understanding skills, as well as discussion on teamwork by the ducks for the purpose of helping the 

tortoise.   

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLE 
Aesop’s Fables: The Lion and the Mouse 

Poppy and Ragweed by Avi 

Stolen by Marlena Frank 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
After discussion on the story, students will get into small groups to discuss and list the experiences they have had in 

teamwork, whether they be in sports, music, drama, or art.   

Gifted 

Students will work in a group to research the Greek Mythology on Jupiter. Jupiter is also 

known as Zeus in Roman Mythology.  Students will present their information to the class in 

any form they wish. 

Special Education 
Students will work in a group to research how Jupiter was named as a planet and its location 

in the solar system. Students will present their information to the class in any form they wish. 

Differentiated Activities 
Students will choose how to present their newfound information to the class.  They can: 

1. Write a song, poem, or a story 

2. 
Research the statistics on the lives and living environments of the tortoise and the life of ducks.  Compare 

the similarities and the differences. 

3. 
Comprehend the desire of the ducks trying to help the tortoise, who keeps failing to absorb warnings and 

failing to keep focusing on what he wants rather than what is needed. 

Transitional Activities 

1. Get their attention. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

3. Give directions. 

  



 

4. Signal the start of the transition. 

5. Observe & redirect individual students. 

Activities Across Other Subjects:  (Possible Learning Centers) 

History: 
Students research to determine whether there are any other stories that historically have both a 

tortoise and a duck in it. 

Mathematics: 
Students research the number of years that tortoises and ducks live.  In extending this, they will see 

the conditions that make one animal’s life longer/shorter than the other. 

Science: 
Students research the evolution of the tortoise and/or birds to determine their similarities and 

differences. 

Social Studies:   
1. Students research to find out which countries/continents can tortoises and ducks be found.   

2. Students will compare/contrast tortoises and turtles in their environments, size, food, etc. 

Multiple Intelligence Activities (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetics: 

Students recreate the race of the Tortoise vs the Hare.  They will explain why they think 

the tortoise, who is often accused of laziness as in this story, actually wins the race against 

the fast-running hare. 

Interpersonal:   
Explain the conversation between the tortoise and the ducks to explore why the ducks 

offer to help the tortoise. 

Intrapersonal: Explain whether you think the tortoise realizes his mistake via vanity that causes his death.       

Linguistic Verbal:   Write a prose on the tortoise’s demise. 

Logical-Mathematical: Research how many tortoises there are in the world compared to turtles. 

Musical: Explain which musical instrument would be used to depict the tortoise in a play 

Naturalistic: Research the environment of the tortoise and compare it to the environment of the turtle. 

Visual-Spatial:   
Just as a tortoise would, try to work out to a video on YouTube slowly.  Explain how hard 

or easy this is on the body. 

Multicultural Activities 
Art: Draw a colorful tortoise swimming in the ocean. 

Drama: Write a play about the tortoise trying to explain to Jupiter why he did not attend the wedding. 

Music: 
Play the music “Carnival of the Animals”.  Write what part of the song explains the actions of the 

tortoise. 

Physical: 
Research Turtle games online, such as Turtle Tag played by elementary school students.  Students can 

teach others how to play these games in class. 

Conclusion 
After this exploration of tortoises, birds such as ducks, the planet Jupiter, and the King of the gods, Jupiter, in Greek 

Mythology, students will explain what part of the lesson appealed to them.   

Checkpoint Review with Students 
Students will create a poster, a PowerPoint presentation, or a graph depicting what they learned that they liked most 

about the lesson. 

Students will explain how likely they are to heed warnings given to them by those trying to help them. 

  



 

 
 

 


