
Aesop’s Fables:  The Plane Tree 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story Our best blessings are often the least appreciated. 

1. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

2. Studying the Hero’s Journey through different eyes. 

3. Determining the characters as Villain or Hero. 

4. 
Explaining why the lack of gratitude, called ingratitude, is rude, and thoughtless, showing a lack of 

intelligence and appreciation.  

5. 
Understanding that it is important to be grateful for help voluntarily given and satisfied with what we 

have. 

Character Education Trait:   

Ingratitude, or the lack of appreciation for what has been done or what will be 

done is very rude and shows a lack of character.  A part of being ungrateful for 

what others do for you is arrogance. Expecting others to make life easier for you 

without reciprocating is having an arrogant attitude.  Ingratitude is marked by 

hubris, which denies the gift, and this always leads to inattention, 

irresponsibility, and abuse. In gratitude and humility, we turn to realities 

outside of ourselves. We become aware of our limitations and our need to rely 

on others. 

“No Man is an Island” by John Donne 

“It Takes a Whole Village to Raise a Child” – African Proverb 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How does the plot drive the story?  Why do the two travelers feel entitled to be ungrateful to the plane tree for 

its shade?  Can we live and be successful without others to help us?  Can ingratitude lead to loneliness? Why 

can no man be an island and turn away from all human contact? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Gratitude Ingratitude Arrogance Pride 

Apologize Travelers Wide spreading Pleasant 

Useless Ungrateful Jupiter  Litter 

Island Village Humility Ego 

Limitations Rely Hubris Deny 

Inattention Irresponsibility Abuse Loneliness 

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story “The Plane Tree” aloud to the students and explain to the students that being 

self-important and ungrateful for what you have can lead to a lack of friendships and success in life.  Various 

questions will be addressed.  Ask students if they have ever read stories about characters, heroes, or villains, 

who do not show humility and gratitude for what others do for them. Many heroes have sidekicks who are 

necessary to keep the heroes on track and build them up as heroes.  Ask students if there are other similar 

stories about heroes on a Hero’s Journey who do not show their self-importance or gratitude. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLES 
These supplemental reading books are available online.  Just Google and type in the name of the book and be 

sure to add ‘free online’ at the end of the book name. 

1. Gratitude is My Superpower by Alicia Ortego free on YouTube 

2. Goldilocks and the Three Bears by DTK-teach 

3. It Takes a Village by Jane Cowen-Fletcher free online at YouTube 

4. The Little Mermaid by Hans Christian Anderson free online at Storyberries 

5. The Arrogant Moon in English free online at YouTube 

  



 

6. Phaethon, the Son of Helios free online at Noblesville Schools and at Wikisource 

7. 
The Fisherman and His Wife by the Brothers Grimm free online at  

Sites. Pitt 

8. The Cat Who Could Eat So Much free online at Storyberries 

9. Aladdin and the Magic Lamp free online at Stories to Grow By and YouTube 

10. The Ungrateful Son free online at Pink Monkey 

11. The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein 

12. The Squirrels Who Squabbled by Rachel Bright and Jim Field free online at YouTube 

13. Little Women by Louisa Mae Alcott 

14. The Story of Pegasus (1991) full movie free on YouTube 

15. Read a children’s book: Pegasus, Greek Mythology free online at YouTube 

16. The poem “A Birthday” by Christina Rossetti 

A Birthday by Christina Rossetti 

 My heart is like a singing bird 

  Whose nest is in a water'd shoot; 

 My heart is like an apple-tree 

  Whose boughs are bent with thickset fruit; 

 My heart is like a rainbow shell 

  That paddles in a halcyon sea; 

 My heart is gladder than all these 

  Because my love is come to me. 

   

 Raise me a dais of silk and down; 

  Hang it with vair and purple dyes; 

 Carve it in doves and pomegranates, 

  And peacocks with a hundred eyes;   

 Work it in gold and silver grapes, 

  In leaves and silver fleurs-de-lys; 

 Because the birthday of my life 

  Is come, my love is come to me. 

FULL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read The Plane Tree with the students. The teacher will explain that the travelers are showing 

themselves to be self-important, arrogant creatures who believes they are more important than any other on 

the planet. 

Students will gather in small groups to compare the characters in The Plane Tree. The teacher will give each 

small group a copy of a story. The following character questions will be explored: 

1. What characteristics do the characters/objects in each book demonstrate? 

2. What lessons can people learn about arrogance and self-importance? 

3. How does the plot drive the story? 

Ask students these questions for reading comprehension: 

1. What is the main idea of the story? 

2. What happened in the story? 

3. What do you think was the most important part of the story? 

4. Did something happen that changed the outcome of the story? 

5. What was the character's mission? 

6. Why did the character make this choice? 

7. Why did [event] happen? 

8. How should the story have ended? 

  



 

Further Discussion 
Arrogance and pride are two of the greatest failures in human traits.  Ask students if they know anyone who 

is arrogant or seen anyone on tv who is arrogant in a movie or on the news media.  List the traits of the 

persons who are arrogant and why they are portraying arrogance and self-importance to their audience. 

Full Class 
What makes a hero a “good hero” in a book who shows humility and a lack of self-importance?  Students will 

help the teacher make a list of the heroes who show that arrogance can get a person in trouble.  Students will 

use their laptops to investigate the situations in which each hero has been arrogant and what he did to 

overcome that arrogance.  The students will read the poem A Birthday by Christina Rossetti and analyze the 

poem with the guidelines given at the end of this lesson.   

1. First, does the title entice the reader? 

2. What is the literal meaning of this poem? 

3. What words did you not know or understand in the poem?  Make a list and research them. 

4. For the theme, why did the poet write this poem? 

5. 
For the tone of the poem, does the author appear to be speaking to you?  What emotion is the author 

bringing out in the poem?   

6. For the structure of the poem, does it appear to be organized and make sense? 

7. 
Poetry is rooted in music.  Could this poem be the basis for a song? Can rhyming words be found in the 

poem? 

8. 
The language and the imagery in the poem will create a conclusion for the poem. What images does the 

poem have?  What symbols in the poem may be used to put images in the reader’s mind?   

9. What does the poem mean to you personally? 

Students can write these answers down and share them with the class.  It is important for students to share 

their insights on poetry so other students who may not understand the poem can apply it to their prior 

knowledge on their experiences. 

Gifted: 

Students will research the Greek Mythology hero Bellerophon who was destroyed by 

his own arrogance as he tried to ride a winged stallion called Pegasus up to Mount 

Olympus, the kingdom of the gods. His arrogance cost him his life.  Students can work 

independently or work alone.  Students will create a Microsoft Power Points for their 

presentations to the class on their findings. 

Special Education: 

Students will research the Greek Mythology hero Phaethon who was destroyed by his 

own arrogance as he tried to guide his father, Helios (Apollo)’s Sun chariot through the 

sky.  Students can work independently or work alone.  Students will create a Microsoft 

Power Point for their presentations to the class on their findings. 

Full Class 
Once all the work has been completed, the class will come together to discuss the work completed by the other 

groups.   

Differentiated Activities 

Language Arts: 

Students will list all the synonyms and antonyms of the word arrogance.  Some of these 

same words are in the Word Study list, and students are encouraged to come up with 

many more using their laptops.  Once the list is made, each student will write a story after 

choosing one of those words.  The best story written in the class will be shared over the 

intercom for the entire school.  The teacher will put the stories together as booklets to take 

home.   

  



 

Poetry:   

Ingratitude is a rejection of humanity.  Those who are not grateful for what others have 

done believe that they do not need others to be successful.  John Donne wrote a 

wonderful poem about No Man is an Island.  Students will read the poem and write an 

essay on what they have learned from the poem.  The question would be Why Can No 

Man Be an Island? 

 

'No Man is an Island' 

New Version Olde English Version 
No man is an island entire of itself; every man  

is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;  

if a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe  

is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as  

well as any manner of thy friends or of thine  

own were; any man's death diminishes me,  

because I am involved in mankind.  

And therefore never send to know for whom  

the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.  

No man is an Iland, intire of itselfe; every man 

is a peece of the Continent, a part of the maine; 

if a Clod bee washed away by the Sea, Europe 

is the lesse, as well as if a Promontorie were, as 

well as if a Manor of thy friends or of thine 

owne were; any mans death diminishes me, 

because I am involved in Mankinde; 

And therefore never send to know for whom 

the bell tolls; It tolls for thee. 

Geography: 

Geography is the study of the natural features of the earth’s surface, including topography, climate, 

soil, vegetation, and man’s response to them.  After looking up maps and visuals of the change of 

time zones across the world, students will use their own medium (crayons, colored pencils, 

markers, etc. to create their own maps showing the change of time zones making sure they include 

the landforms and a Key for the map.   

Mathematics: 

Using the characters of Phaethon and Pegasus from their research, students will create their own 

math word problems that can be used on a quiz for the class.  Students must use the math 

categories they have been covering since the beginning of the school year. The quiz they create can 

be a review test. 

Science: 

A study of the sun and astrology is a part of the Science curriculum 

at every level in elementary classes. After studying the Sun and 

understanding the need for the heat of the Sun to keep our Earth 

habitable, students will study this picture of the Chromosphere, the 

atmosphere and layers of the Sun, then draw their own pictures, 

making the Sun as colorful as needed, because “chromo” means 

colorful. 

Transitional Activities 
1. Get their attention. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

3. Give directions. 

4. Signal the start of the transition. 

5. Observe & redirect individual students 

Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 

Language Arts: 

Students will write a story about the Sun on what would happen if the Sun went 

to sleep for one day, forgetting to warm us one morning.  These stories will be 

put together as a booklet for the students to take home. 

  



 

Language Arts/Grammar: 

Story Driver: The mechanism by which the plot is moved forward. Plot is the 

sequence of connected events that make up a narrative in a novel. Generally, a 

plot in fiction builds up to a climax and ends in a resolution at the finish of the 

story. Every story revolves around a central issue, but that central issue only 

becomes a problem when an action or a decision sets events into motion. If an 

action gets things going, then many decisions may follow in response.  A plot 

planner worksheet is attached at the end of this lesson for the stories written for 

this lesson. 

Writing: 

Plants need the sun to grow since they create their food using photosynthesis, a 

process that converts the sun's energy into usable nutrients for the plant. 

The grass-type Pokémon of the Pokémon franchise can also harness the sun's 

energy to create one of the most powerful grass-type moves, Solar Beam. 

Students will write stories about this favorite Pokemon character on what would 

happen if the sun was blocked one day and he could not charge up from the 

sun?  What would happen to the world if this happened?  These fantasy stories 

will be collected for a booklet to go home with the students. 

History: 

Another name for the Plant Tree is the Sycamore tree here in America.  The 

Sycamore tree is native to central, eastern, and southern Europe. It is thought to 

have been introduced to the UK by the Romans and to America from the United 

Kingdom (England). Students will research the history of the Sycamore tree to 

find its significance in our world today.  What does this tree contribute to our 

Earth that we cannot do without and why are we dependent on this tree? 

Science: 

Students will research the different types of trees that live near where they live.  

Students will be asked to take a picture of a tree in their yard, research it, and 

present their findings on the type of tree and how it contributes to their health 

and happiness.  Students will present their findings in written papers, Microsoft 

Power Point Presentations, Prezi Presentations, or using a chart they have 

created. 

Mathematics: 

The biggest tree on our school campus is probably around 125 years old. In 

eastern California, a Great Basin Bristlecone Pine Tree known as Methuselah has 

long been considered Earth's oldest living thing. According to tree-ring data, it is 

4,853 years old — meaning that Methuselah was well established by the time the 

ancient Egyptians built the pyramids at Giza.  What is the difference in the ages 

of these two trees? 

History: 

Students will use their laptops to research the events that Methuselah,  the oldest 

tree has witnessed over these 4,853 years.  Students will choose which events 

they find the most interesting and present one of them to the class. 

Science: 

The Tree of Life shows us that all living creatures are related; that for billions of 

years, all life on Earth was microbial; that cooperation is essential for evolution; 

that horizontal gene transfer explains much of the diversity we see; and that, 

through extinction, some branches get cut down. Students will research and 

create presentations with any medium they wish on how Climate Change is 

affecting the trees on our earth. 

  



 

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES  (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 

Students will go on a nature walk in a local park to look at the trees and bring back 

samples to determine what kind of trees they are.  Students will be examining the 

trees for damage due to Climate Change and identifying these trees on Arbor Day 

trees and Woodland Trust. 

          Interpersonal: 

Students will share their information concerning the identification of the trees from 

their field trip.  Each student should find his/her own way to present this 

information. 

Intrapersonal: 
Students will create a radio play in which students interview each other on their 

results from the field trip and their research on trees. 

Linguistic Verbal: 

Each student will write an advertisement asking others to help the Tree of Life to 

find a way to help end Climate Change.  Students will write these and share with 

the class.   

Logical-Mathematical: 

Six neighborhood trees with human trees (named by their neighborhood children) 

(Leisha, Benito, Delia, Charlotte, Weldon, and Zina) were measured yesterday. 

1. Weldon is taller than Delia but shorter than Zina. 

2. Leisha is taller than Benito but shorter than Delia and Weldon. 

3. Benito is not the shortest. 

Can you put them in order of height from tallest to shortest? 

Answer: Zina, Weldon, Delia, Leisha, Benito, Charlotte. 

Music: 

Students will listen to the song The Memory of Trees by Lauren McKinnett.  The 

students will then write a story about what is happening about this song.  In this 

way, students will be analyzing the message in the song. 

Naturalistic: 

The ancient Egyptians had a somewhat different way of looking at the Plant 

(Sycamore) tree. Their sacred tree was a sycamore that stood on the threshold of life 

and death and connected the two, rather than a tree that connected the heavens 

with the earth and then the underworld. This tree is what has inspired the story of 

The Tree of Life. The Tree of Life symbol represents our personal development, 

uniqueness, and individual beauty. Just as the branches of a tree strengthen and 

grow upwards to the sky, we too grow stronger, striving for greater knowledge, 

wisdom, and new experiences as we move through life.  A lot of discussion will 

take place, and students will be asked to share traits and characteristics that they 

feel are important to help them be successful, caring, wise caretakers of our Earth. 

Visual-Spatial: 

Using their knowledge of the Tree of Life, students will draw their own personal 

Tree of Life.  Students will research the traits or characteristics that they feel their 

personalities represent and create a Tree of Life showing their abilities, talents, and 

growth in wisdom.  These pictures will be placed outside on the bulletin board to 

show the growth of each individual person in the classroom.  The teacher should 

also make his/her own Tree of Life to share with the students. After sharing them, 

the students will make frames for their pictures and take them home for their 

parents. 

  



 

Existential Intelligence 
Existentialist thinkers frequently explore issues related to the meaning, purpose, and value of human 

existence.  An existential crisis means that you are starting to find yourself, your true self. And if you follow 

that path to its conclusion, you’ll find that life is much simpler than what it was before, that your self is an 

illusion and much of what we give value to in life, has little to no meaning; certainly not in the way we 

thought of as before.  

The Tree of Life symbol represents our personal development, uniqueness, and individual beauty. Just as the 

branches of a tree strengthen and grow upwards to the sky, we too grow stronger, striving for greater 

knowledge, wisdom, and new experiences as we move through life.  Students will answer the question How 

Have You Grown as a Human Being? 

MULTICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Art: 

Students will go on YouTube to watch a 

video that shows students how to draw 

Pegasus.  Students will learn to draw this 

animal and then turn it in for the booklet 

that will be created for every student in 

the class. 

Drama: 

In small groups students will create a play about Pegasus doing something 

heroic and being on a Hero’s Journey. Students will turn in their papers for 

the booklet that will be created for every student in the class. 

Mathematical: 

The god Helios goes on a long journey around 

the world.  He travels l/4 of the journey, bringing the sun to rise in the east, 

then the rest by the way to bring the sun to set in the west.  What fraction of 

the journey does he travel in the second half of his journey? 

 Answer: ¾ 

Musical: 

The teacher will pass out the lyrics to the song “The Warmth of the Sun” by 

the Beach Boys. Students will listen to the song Students will write a paper on 

the meaning behind the song.   

 

  



 

  The Warmth of The Sun  

Musical:  

What good is the dawn 

That grows into day 

The sunset at night 

Or living this way 

For I have the warmth of the sun 

(Warmth of the sun) 

Within me at night 

(Within me at night) 

The love of my life 

She left me one day 

I cried when she said 

"I don't feel the same way" 

Still I have the warmth of the 

sun 

(Warmth of the sun) 

Within me tonight 

(Within me tonight) 

I'll dreams of her arms 

And though they're not real 

Just like she's still there 

The way that I feel 

My love's like the warmth of the 

sun 

(Warmth of the sun) 

It won't ever die 

(It won't ever die) 

Songwriters: Brian 

Wilson / Michael 

Love 

 

Physical: 

This activity is called “I am as much of a flier as…”  The class will state this 

out loud, then a student will silently act out an animal that he considers to be 

a Vain person.  The student who gives the right answer first will then come 

up to the front and these actions will be repeated. 

Games: 

Students will play the game:  Guess the Emotion 

This is another super easy version of charades for introducing children to the 

game.  The child at the front this time is going to basically act out an emotion. 

The classic emotions to pick from include: 

1. Happy 4. Sad 

2. Angry 5. Shocked 

3. Excited 6. Arrogance 

  



 

 
So, if they are going for angry, they might scowl, hunch their shoulders, 

stamp about, and generally look a bit angry. 

Photographic Art: 

Phaethon, the son of the Greek god 

Helios (Apollo) knew who his father 

was, but others did not believe him.  So 

Phaethon begged his father to give him 

something that would prove that 

Helios was his father.  He begged his 

father for the impossible, and out of 

love, the father gave into his son.  The 

son’s arrogance got him killed as the 

chariot of the sun was uncontrollable for a demigod.  1. Students will write a 

story using the rising of the sun as a setting.  2. Students will write a story 

about a time when they were arrogant and learned a valuable lesson from 

making mistakes. 

CONCLUSION 
After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The Plane Tree by Aesop, students will 

understand the setting and the hidden meanings behind being Self-Important and Arrogant. 

Checkpoint Review with Students:  

1. Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class.   

2. 

Review the information learned about The Plane Tree and then give your students one or more of the 

excellent quizzes that are free online on the website Quizizz.  Once on Quizizz, search for the story.  

Note:  There are other quizzes on there for the other books in this lesson plan so the teacher can pick or 

choose the ones needed. 

 
  



 

  

 

Name: 

Character Trading Cards 
Directions: 

Book Title:  
 

Enter Name:  Enter Name: 

Create Picture: Create Picture: 

Character Traits & Accomplishments: Character Traits & Accomplishments: 

  

Enter Name: Enter Name: 

Create Picture: Create Picture: 

Character Traits & Accomplishments: Character Traits & Accomplishments: 

 

 


