
Aesop’s Fables:  The Oxen and the Wheels 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story They complain most who suffer least. 

1. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

2. Studying the Hero’s Journey through different eyes. 

3. Determining the characters as Villain or Hero. 

4. Determining when to listen and learn from others. 

Character Education Trait: 

Respect for Yourself and 

Others with Self-Control 

It takes pride and belief in oneself to have and earn respect.  It is important to 

have self-esteem, confidence while being humble and modest when showing 

pride in your efforts.  Having concern for others and internal motivation to act for 

the welfare of others is very powerful, because showing control of your own 

actions and emotions makes you a leader. These actions lead to a strong moral 

personality. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How does the plot drive the story?  Why don’t the whining wheels listen to reason?  How can complaining be both 

a positive and negative character trait?   How can respect for others and showing self-control lead to perseverance 

for success?  Why is silence golden? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
oxen heavily strength complain respect 

wheels endure created perseverance silence 

golden     

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story aloud to the students.  Various questions will be addressed.  Ask students if they 

have ever read stories about characters, like villains, who are in denial and think they do not need others for help 

occasionally or complain constantly. Ask students if there are other similar stories about heroes on a Hero’s 

Journey or heroes that use their strength to help others without complaining. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLES 
These supplemental reading books are available online.  Just Google and type in the name of the book and be 

sure to add ‘free online’ at the end of the book name. 

1. How the Wheel Changed History on GetEpic! 

2. The Long Way Westward by Joan Sandin free at YouTube. 

3. Wheel and Axle on GetEpic! 

4. The Grumpy Old Ox by Anthony DeStefano. 

5. Strong as an Ox: Are Oxen Powerful?  GetEpic! 

6. The Year of the Ox:  Tales from the Chinese Zodiac by Oliver Chin free at YouTube. 

7. The Story of Paul Bunyan free online at Loving to Learn. 

8. The Story of Paul Bunyan free on YouTube. 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
Students will gather in small groups to compare the characters in The Oxen and the Wheels.  The teacher will give 

each small group a copy of a story. The following character questions will be explored: 

1. What characteristics do the characters/objects in each book demonstrate? 

2. What lessons can people learn from the stubbornness and persistence shown in the story? 

3. What lessons can people learn about whining and complaining? 

4. How does the plot drive the story? 

Ask students these questions for reading comprehension: 

1. What is the main idea of the story? 

 

 



2. What happened in the story? 

3. What do you think was the most important part of the story? 

4. Did something happen that changed the outcome of the story? 

5. What was the character's mission? 

6. Why did the character make this choice? 

7. Why did [event] happen? 

8. How should the story have ended? 

Further Discussion 
People often believe that the ones who persevere through life are better than, or stronger than, those who complain 

about events that happen in their lives.  Showing respect for yourself and others is a very mature approach to life. 

Full Class 
What makes a hero a “good hero” in a book?  Should a hero be stubborn or modest and humble? The teacher will 

read the book Strong As an Ox:  Are All Oxen Powerful? and then research all the books, poems, movies, and songs 

that help the students identify the modest, humble ox which greatly helped the Westward Movement in the United 

States.  Each student will present his findings in class.  If any student is unsure how to approach this activity, pair 

him up with another student in the class. 

1. Strength of mind and body does not whine or complain.   

2. The most intimidating bully is weak at heart. 

3. Persistence (stubbornly resistant to naysayers) and honesty always overcome evil. 

All students will go online to research the Westward Movement that lasted from 1803 - 1869.  Students in small 

groups will find two or three websites that appear to help giving them more knowledge than others then report 

their findings to the teacher, who will put these websites up on the board and ask students to save these websites in 

their laptops for future reference. 

Gifted 

Students will research the Gold Rush, which was a part of the Westward Movement in the 

United States.  Students will create a Microsoft Power Point Presentation to show pictures of 

the events like a timeline. Students will need to find a picture for each stage of their timeline, 

from the beginning of the Gold Rush to the last event.  After students finish, they will help the 

teacher set up a few mining stations around my classroom with fake gold. I call on a 

few students to go pan for gold at the stations. After those students have had several 

minutes to search for gold, I call on a few more students. I repeat this process until 

every student is up and searching for gold. This provides an opportunity to show 

students that most gold rushers did not find gold.  The ones who arrived in California 

first may have gotten rich, but most were not successful because the gold was gone by 

the time they arrived. 

Special Education 

Students in small groups will research Manifest Destiny and create a Microsoft Power Point 

Presentation demonstrating whether they do appreciate what Manifest Destiny did or not.  

Students will use their presentations to make a case to the class on whether Manifest Destiny 

was useful and good for America. 

Differentiated Activities 

Language Arts: 

Students will write stories about themselves which resulted in having positive or negative 

outcomes because they had to persevere.  Students can choose any tool to make that will help 

them make a presentation on their story, but the story must be typed and readable.   

Poetry: 1. 

Students will write poems about themselves in the Westward Movement as being stubborn 

(or persistent) while trying to help their families survive the winters.  Students can use any 

historical era, or they can use depiction using science in their poems.  The poems will need 

to be typed so that they can be gathered in a booklet for each student to take home. 

 2. Students will create a poem about Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox. 

  



 

Geography: 

Geography is the study of the natural features of the earth’s surface, including topography, 

climate, soil, vegetation, and man’s response to them.  After looking up maps of the Louisiana 

Territory, the route taken by Lewis and Clark, the Oregon Trail, and the Gold Rush 

pathway, students will use their own medium (crayons, colored pencils, markers, etc. to 

create their own maps of the trails of their choice, making sure they include the landforms and a 

Key for the map.   

Mathematics: 
There are 24 hours in a day. If Christopher is awake for 12 hours and 30 minutes leading the 

oxen through the muddy waters around the Missouri River, how long is he asleep in the back of 

the wagon? 

Science: 

Aurochs was an extinct cattle species, considered to be the wild ancestor of modern domestic 

cattle and oxen. With a shoulder height of up to 180 cm (71 in) in bulls and 155 cm (61 in) in 

cows, it was one of the largest herbivores in the Holocene; it had massive elongated and broad 

horns that reached 80 cm (31 in) in length. 

The aurochs was part of the Pleistocene megafauna and probably evolved in Asia and migrated 

west and north during warm interglacial periods. The oldest known aurochs fossils found 

in India and North Africa date to the Middle Pleistocene and in Europe to the Holstein 

interglacial. As indicated by fossil remains in Northern Europe, it reached Denmark and 

southern Sweden during the Holocene. The aurochs declined during the late Holocene due 

to habitat loss and hunting, and became extinct when the last individual died in 1627 

in Jaktorów forest in Poland. Students will research these Aurochs ancestors of our modern-day 

oxen from the Pleistocene era.  A few questions to consider: What was the Pleistocene era? How 

did the Aurochs survive the winters?  Why are they extinct?  How do their fossils compare to the 

bones of oxen?  Students in small groups or as individuals will create a medium to use in 

presenting their findings on the Aurochs.   

Transitional Activities 

1. Get their attention. 4. Signal the start of the transition. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 5. Observe & redirect individual students. 

3. Give directions. 

Activities Across Other Subjects (Possible Learning Centers) 

Language Arts/Grammar: 

Story Driver: The mechanism by which the plot is moved forward. Plot is the 

sequence of connected events that make up a narrative in a novel. Generally, a 

plot in fiction builds up to a climax and ends in a resolution at the finish of the 

story. Every story revolves around a central issue, but that central issue only 

becomes a problem when an action or a decision sets events into motion. If an 

action gets things going, then many decisions may follow in response.  A plot 

planner worksheet is attached at the end of this lesson for the stories written for 

this lesson. 

Writing: 

Students will be asked to write a nonfiction story about an ox or how the 

prehistoric wheel was invented. Students will need to plot out their story to give 

perspective on the environment of this animal, what happens to the animals, and 

how the story ends (happily or not).   

History: 

Each student will choose one aspect of the Westward Movement that interests 

him and then research all the books, poems, movies, and songs that have helped 

each student identify his area of interest.  Student interests will vary with each 

area.  Some of the areas they can research is the Louisiana Purchase, the 

Westward Movement with either horses or oxen, each student will present his 

findings in class.  Students can choose to present their findings in any way they 

like. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extinct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbivore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleistocene_megafauna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interglacial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Pleistocene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holstein_interglacial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holstein_interglacial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habitat_loss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaktor%C3%B3w
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland


 

Mathematics: 

1. 
There are twenty covered wagons in your wagon train heading West.   

How many oxen would be needed for these twenty wagons?   

2. 

There are 100 covered wagons in your wagon train heading West.  How 

many oxen would be needed for these twenty wagons?  Bonus:  Why 

would you not want your horses to pull your covered wagon? 

Science: 

After watching the video, The Wheel from Educated Videos for Kids on 

YouTube, in small groups students will research how the first wheel was 

invented and how it was used.  Students will create a wheel to bring to class 

using anything from nature that students feel is strong and moveable.  Once all 

the wheels are brought to class, students will create a video demonstrating how 

well their wheels work as to movement and strength.  Each student will explain 

his creation and his findings. 

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 

The fun game called TAG is a great game for children to play outside.  After closing their 

eyes, the student who is It calls out “Olly Olly Oxen Free” when one of the other children 

has been caught.  It’s when “It” finds one of the hiders, of course, that the found child 

becomes “It” and the game restarts, indicating that All is Clear. “Ollie ollie oxen free” is 

traditionally shouted at this point by the old “It” to let the other players know that they 

should emerge from their hiding places and start the game over.  

Interpersonal: 
Would you expect the oxen and the wheel to get along at a party?  Write a few paragraphs 

(or an essay per your grade level and advanced writing) for this assignment.  Have students 

type up their essays to put into a booklet for each student to take home. 

MULTICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
Art: Students will learn how to draw an ox through a video on You Tube.   

Drama: 

In small groups Students will create a short play about persevering to be successful.  

Students have free choice on a scenario for this play. Students will then act out their new 

plays for the classroom.  Some suggestions are: 

1. 
You keep at an idea or plan, or insist on making your point, especially when you 

know you’re right. 

2. 
You do something you want to do even if no one else wants to do it because it is the 

right thing to do. 

3. When others present an idea, you tend to point out all the reasons it will work. 

4. 
You visibly feel anger, frustration, and impatience when others try to persuade you 

against something you totally agree with in this situation.  

Mathematical: 
Tessa had 24 pioneer children in her one-room classroom. If five of them were absent the 

week of September 24, how many were in class that week? 

Musical: 

Students will sing songs from the Westward Movement that children of that era sang in 

their covered wagons and in the pioneer homes.  These songs will be recorded for a video 

for the class. Here are some song suggestions:   

1. Home on the Range 2. Oh Susanna 3. Johnny Appleseed 

4. Old Dan Tucker 5. Shenandoah 6. Sweet Betsy from Pike 

7. I’ve Been Working on the Railroad 8. Oh, My Darling Clementine 

Physical: 

This activity is called “I am as Strong as…”  The class will state this out loud, then a 

student will silently act out an animal that he considers to be strong.  The student who 

gives the right answer first will then come up to the front and these actions will be 

repeated. 

  



 

Games: 

After reviewing the different type of games that the students like to play at home and at 

school, in small groups the students will create games with the Westward Movement as 

their theme.  Students can use any type of game as the idea behind their game.  This 

activity will take several days.  The teacher will need to pass out index cards, dice, and 

poster board so that the students who need them can create the games.  Once done, the 

teacher will hold a few Fridays as Game Day Afternoon so all the games can be played. 

Super Teacher Tools has a free Spinner online that can be used by the students.   

Photography and Art:   

Students will look at the picture shown to them of the donkey 

doing something naughty in the gymnasium of a school.  Each 

student will be asked to write a story that explains what is 

happening in the picture.  These stories will be uploaded onto 

the bulletin board after students have typed them.  The stories 

will be go into the booklets for every student to take home. 

CONCLUSION 
After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The Oxen and the Wheels by Aesop, students will 

understand the setting and the hidden meanings behind stubborn, perseverance, effort, and frustration.   

Checkpoint Review with Students 

1. Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class.   

2. 

Review the information learned about The Oxen and the Wheels and then give your students one or more of 

the excellent quizzes that are free online on the website Quizizz.  Once on Quizizz, search for the story.  Note:  

There are other quizzes on there for the other books in this lesson plan so the teacher can pick or choose the 

ones needed. 

3. 
Mr. Donn has many educational Westward Movement games online that are free to play.  This would be a 

great review for the class. 

 

 


