
Aesop’s Fables:  The Gnat and the Bull 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story We are often of greater importance in our own eyes than in the eyes of our 

neighbor.  The smaller the mind the greater the conceit. 

1. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

2. Studying the Hero’s Journey through different eyes. 

3. Determining the characters as Villain or Hero. 

4. Explaining why Self-Importance and Arrogance is not acceptable. 

Character Education Trait: 

Being self-important means to have an inflated sense of self be arrogant and to 

be a proud person.  People who feel self-important have an inflated sense of 

their own importance, a deep need for excessive attention and admiration, have 

trouble making and keeping friends due to a lack of empathy for others.   

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How does the plot drive the story?  Why does the gnat feel a need to apologize for lighting on the bull’s horn?  

Why does pride go before the fall?  Why are there so many antonyms and synonyms for being self-important?  

Even after becoming successful, why is it important to be humble? What is the difference between self-

importance, self-worth, and self-confidence?  What is the price for arrogance?  Do heroes accept their fate 

when they are led by their arrogance to make bad decisions?   

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Self-importance Arrogance Pride 

Apologize Inflated Attention 

Admiration Empathy Friendship 

Meadow Creature Humility 

Pardon Ego Self-Worth 

Self-confidence Vanity  

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story “The Gnat and the Bull” aloud to the students and explain to the students that 

being self-important can be to the lack of friendships and success in life.  Various questions will be addressed.  

Ask students if they have ever read stories about characters, heroes, or villains, who do not show humility. 

Ask students if there are other similar stories about heroes on a Hero’s Journey who do not show their self-

importance. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING /ARTICLES 
These supplemental reading books are available online.  Just Google and type in the name of the book and be 

sure to add ‘free online’ at the end of the book name. 

1. Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears by Verna Aarderna on YouTube. 

2. Alexander the Great free online at GetEpic! 

3. Introduction to Norse Mythology by Peter Aperlo free online at Scribd. 

4. The Life and Times of Julius Caesar free online at GetEpic! 

5. The Secrets of the Pyramids Kids Story Keops, Egyptian King by HK Stories on YouTube. 

6. The Arrogant Tiger free online on Medium.com 

7. Hamilton Troll and the Big Race by Kathleen J. Shields free online at Magic Blox. 

8. The Arrogant Flowerpicker free online at YouTube. 

9. The Selfish Crocodile by Faustin Charles free online at YouTube. 

10. The Story of Echo and Narcissus free online at Acaedu.ne. 

11. King Midas and the Golden Touch free online on YouTube. 

  



 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read The Gnat and the Bull with the students.  The teacher will explain that the gnat is 

a self-important, arrogant creature who believes he is more important than any other on the planet. 

Students will gather in small groups to compare the characters in The Gnat and the Bull. The teacher 

will give each small group a copy of a story. The following character questions will be explored: 

1. What characteristics do the characters/objects in each book demonstrate? 

2. 
What lessons can people learn from the self-important, arrogant attitude of the gnat shown in the 

story? 

3. What lessons can people learn about bragging and self-importance? 

4. How does the plot drive the story? 

Ask students these questions for reading comprehension: 

1. What is the main idea of the story? 

2. What happened in the story? 

3. What do you think was the most important part of the story? 

4. Did something happen that changed the outcome of the story? 

5. What was the character's mission? 

6. Why did the character make this choice? 

7. Why did [event] happen? 

8. How should the story have ended? 

Further Discussion 

Arrogance and pride are two of the greatest failures in human traits.  Ask students if they know 

anyone who is arrogant or seen anyone on tv who is arrogant in a movie or on the news media.  List 

the traits of the persons who are arrogant and why they are portraying arrogance and self-importance 

to their audience. 

Full Class 
What makes a hero a “good hero” in a book who shows humility and a lack of self-importance?  

Students will help the teacher make a list of the heroes who show that arrogance can get a person in 

trouble.  Students will use their laptops to investigate the situations in which each hero has been 

arrogant and what he did to overcome that arrogance.  Each student will choose a Marvel or DC comic 

book character who has shown humility in the comics or in the movies.  Students will present their 

research to the class. 

Gifted: 

Students will research the Greek or Norse Heroes who were destroyed 

because they were arrogant.  Students can work independently or work 

alone.  Students will create Microsoft Power Points for their presentations to 

the class on their findings. A list of possibilities are: 

Archilles, Bellerophon, Odysseus, Phaethon, Arachne, or Icarus.  There are 

many others. 

Special Education:   

Students will create Character Trading Cards for every hero the class is 

working on in research.  They will get the information from the Gifted as they 

share their work, create a back story for the game the class will create, then 

put together the Trading Cards which will be used for a game for the class.   

Full Class 
Based on the work from every member of the class, students will share the cards they created and then 

help the rest of the class create a Character Game in small groups.  The title of the game will be called 

Self-Importance.   

  



 

Differentiated Activities 

Language Arts: 

Students will list all the synonyms and antonyms of the word self-importance.  

Some of these same words are in the Word Study list, and students are 

encouraged to come up with many more using their laptops.  Once the list is 

made, each student will write a story after choosing one of those words.  The 

titles of those stories could be Lisa the Arrogant, using their own names in the 

title.  The best story written in the class will be shared over the intercom for the 

entire school.  The teacher will put the stories together as booklets to take home.   

Poetry: 

Students will write poems choosing a synonym or an antonym for the title.  One 

suggestion to approach this is to have the students find words that rhyme with 

the synonym or antonym chosen, then use those words at the end of each line.  

The poems will need to be typed so that they can be gathered in a booklet for 

each student to take home. 

Geography: 

Geography is the study of the natural features of the earth’s surface, including 

topography, climate, soil, vegetation, and man’s response to them.  After looking 

up maps of Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, and Ancient Norway, students will 

use their own medium (crayons, colored pencils, markers, etc. to create their 

own maps of their chosen civilization, making sure they include the landforms 

and a Key for the map.   

Mathematics: 

Using any character of their choice from their research, students will create their 

own math word problems that can be used on a quiz for the class.  Students 

must use the math categories they have been covering since the beginning of the 

school year. The quiz they create can be a review test. 

Science: 

Arrogance shows in every field of study, but every researcher fears an action 

associated with arrogance and self-importance.  The star detective could 

discover DNA markings or fingerprints that completely exonerate the supposed 

thief who was innocent; the literary historian could find evidence that the work 

she’s devoted her life to now shows itself to be a forgery; the astrophysicist 

could discover a planetary system that quite clearly didn’t obey the supposedly 

universal laws of gravitation. Students will research and create booklets called 

What My Scientist Fears the Most.  These will be funny tales of dreams that 

could come true. 

Transitional Activities 
1. Get their attention. 4. Signal the start of the transition. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 5. Observe & redirect individual students. 

3. Give directions. 

Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 

Language Arts: 

Students will create a Venn Diagram on the characters of the Self-

Important, Arrogant Character.  Students will list on the Diagram all of the 

characteristics that they feel a self-important hero (or villain) would have 

then reveal why those characteristics were chosen. 

  



 

Language Arts/Grammar 

Story Driver: The mechanism by which the plot is moved forward. Plot is 

the sequence of connected events that make up a narrative in a novel. 

Generally, a plot in fiction builds up to a climax and ends in a resolution at 

the finish of the story. Every story revolves around a central issue, but that 

central issue only becomes a problem when an action or a decision sets 

events into motion. If an action gets things going, then many decisions 

may follow in response.  A plot planner worksheet is attached at the end 

of this lesson for the stories written for this lesson. 

Writing: 

Since cartoons and movies are full of funny, flawed heroes who show 

themselves as being self-important, such as Daffy Duck (especially those 

from the 1940s), students will write stories about their favorite cartoon 

characters who get caught up in their self-importance and make mistakes.  

These stories will be collected for a booklet to go home with the students. 

History: 

Students will choose one famous person from history or from one of the 

books read for class who was shown to be self-important and arrogant, 

which led to his downfall.  Students will research this person and present 

this information to the class with any medium they like.  Examples of 

choices could be Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great, Hercules, a Pharoah 

of Egypt, a Greek or Roman god or hero, a Norse god or hero, or a 

character like King Midas from the Golden Touch. 

Mathematics: 

King Midas has 100 golden coins to put into 4 black velvet bags for 

safekeeping.  He puts the golden coins into the bags so that each bag has 

two more coins than the one before it.  How many coins are in each bag? 

Answer: 1st bag 22 coins; 2nd bag 24 coins; 3rd bag 26ins; 4th bag 28 coins 

Science: 

Where does Gold come from?  Can gold be man-made? In what places in 

the world is Gold found and why it is so valuable to King Midas? Students 

will research, write their answers on index cards, then pass them to the 

teacher who will create a chart on the board.   

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 

Students will be gold mining today.  Students will need to go on a virtual 

field trip to Dahlonega, where people mine for gold.  The virtual tours can 

be found on YouTube.  The teacher will paint several gravel rocks with gold 

paint ahead of time.  The gold will be scattered in a large tub of either water 

or sand. The teacher will show the video to the class, then have the students 

use shallow pie pans (old ones preferred) to mind for gold. 

Interpersonal: 

The teacher will ask, Why would anyone expect an aggravating gnat to be 

welcomed at your birthday party by your guests?   Write a few paragraphs 

(or an essay per your grade level and advanced writing) for this assignment.  

Have students type up their essays to put into a booklet for each student to 

take home. 

Intrapersonal: 

Students will create a radio play in which the Gnat interviews each student’s 

favorite hero from the class lesson.  Each student will create a mask for his 

hero, and the teacher will make a mask for the gnat.  Students will take turns 

being the gnat for each show.  The radio plays will be taped. 

  



 

Linguistic Verbal: 

Students will write an advertisement asking for a gnat to be the presenter of 

the Academy Awards for next year.   Next, the students would ask 

themselves What would be expected from the gnat to handle the show and 

what jokes could be used by the gnat in the show.  Students will write these 

and share with the class.   

Logical-Mathematical: 

Who Caught the Biggest Fish?  Hercules, Alexander the Great, King Midas, 

and Julius Caesar all went fishing together.  Each of them caught a trout.  

They weighed the fish in pairs.  They found that: 

1. The fish were all different weights. 

2. Hercules and Alexander’s fish weighed 12 pounds altogether. 

3. Alexander and King Midas’s fish weighed 14 pounds altogether. 

4. King Midas and Julius Caesar’s fish weighed 15 pounds altogether. 

5. The lightest fish weighed 5 pounds. 

6. 
Find out how much each fish weighed and put them in order from 

lightest to heaviest. 

Answer: 

Hercules’s fish was 5 pounds. Alexander the Great’s fish was 6 

pounds. King Midas’s fish was 7 pounds. Julius Caesar’s fish was 

9 pounds. The total weight was 27 pounds of fish heading home 

for dinner. 

Music: 

 

The teacher will pass out the lyrics to the song “You’re So Vain” by Carly 

Simon.  After listening to the song, students should write down whether the 

music really suits an arrogant personality.  Does the song make the person 

sound smug and pain, or does it exaggerate this guy as an unbelievable 

character?  Which instruments are used in this song?    

You’re So Vain by Carly Simon 

You walked into the party like you were walking onto a yacht 

Your hat strategically dipped below one eye 

Your scarf it was apricot 

You had one eye in the mirror, as you watched yourself gavotte 

And all the girls dreamed that they'd be your partner 

They'd be your partner and 

You're so vain 

You probably think this song is about you 

You're so vain (you're so vain) 

I bet you think this song is about you 

Don't you, don't you? 

You had me several years ago when I was still quite naive 

Well you said that we made such a pretty pair and that you would never 

leave 

But you gave away the things you loved 

And one of them was me 

I had some dreams they were clouds in my coffee clouds in my coffee and 

You're so vain 

You probably think this song is about you 

You're so vain (you're so vain) 

I bet you think this song is about you 

Don't you don't you don't you? 

  



 

 

I had some dreams they were clouds in my coffee clouds in my coffee and 

You're so vain 

You probably think this song is about you 

You're so vain (you're so vain) 

I bet you think this song is about you 

Don't you, don't you? 

 

Well, I hear you went up to Saratoga 

And your horse naturally won 

Then you flew your Lear jet up to Nova Scotia 

To see the total eclipse of the sun 

Well, you're where you should be all the time 

And when you're not, you're with some underworld spy 

Or the wife of a close friend wife of a close friend and 

You're so vain 

You probably think this song is about you 

You're so vain (so vain) 

I bet you think this song is about you 

Don't you don't you don't you? 

You're so vain 

You probably think this song is about you 

You're so vain 

Probably think this song about you 

You're so vain 

Naturalistic: 

Students will choose one animal or bird that seems arrogant and vain to 

them.  Some suggestions could be a parrot, a peacock, a squirrel, a tiger, or a 

bull.  Each student will write an essay, a poem, etc. to show why this animal 

was chosen to show arrogance and vanity. 

Visual-Spatial: 

Tangrams were invented in China over 200 years ago.  Using tangrams, 

students will create their own arrogant, vain creature that they chose under 

Naturalistic. Then students will create their own tessellation worksheets.  

They can use the triangle pattern, or they can use draw their own templates 

to use to create the tessellations. 

Existential Intelligence 
Existentialist thinkers frequently explore issues related to the meaning, purpose, and value of human 

existence.  An existential crisis means that you are starting to find yourself, your true self. And if you 

follow that path to its conclusion, you’ll find that life is much simpler than what it was before, that 

your self is an illusion and much of what we give value to in life, has little to no meaning; certainly not 

in the way we thought of as before. So given that students understand what self-importance, 

arrogance, and pride are, students will be asked to answer this question:  What is the price for 

arrogance?  Do heroes accept their fate when they are led by their arrogance to make bad decisions?  

Students will write a paper, based on their grade level expectations or higher. 

MULTICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Art: 

Students will go on YouTube to find a video that shows them a picture of 

the arrogant animal or bird they have chosen.  Students will learn to draw 

this animal and then turn it in for the booklet that will be created for every 

student in the class. 

  



 

Drama: 

In many parts of the country, people consider the squirrel to be the most 

arrogant animal in the world.  In small groups students will create a play 

about a Squirrel that gets his just rewards for putting is nose where it should 

not be and getting himself in a bit of trouble.   

Mathematical: 

1. 
Captain Bull goes on a long journey around the world.  He travels l/4 of 

the journey by plane and the rest by boat.  What fraction of the journey 

does he travel by boat? 

2. 

While on the boat, Captain Bull spends his free time watching TV and 

swimming.  He spends 3/8 of his time above water.  What fraction of 

his free time does he spend swimming? 

3. 
Captain Bull has a lazy time on the trip and spends about 15 hours a 

day sleeping.  What fraction of the day does he spend awake? 

Answers:   1. ¾ 2. 5/8 3. 9/24 or 3/8 

Musical: 

The teacher will pass out the lyrics to the song Mad Madam Mim from 

Disney’s The Sword and the Stone and the song “You’re Welcome” from 

Moana.  Students will listen to the song Mad Madam Mim.  Students will then 

listen to the song “You’re Welcome”.    Students will write a paper on Madam 

Mim or Maui to explain whether the chosen character has an arrogant 

attitude that is pleasing or not and what their reaction is these actions. 

MADAM MIM 

With only a touch I have the power- 

Zim zabarim bim-To wither a flower 

I find delight In the gruesome and grim- 

 

[WART] 

(spoken) 

Oh, that's terrible! 

[MADAM MIM] 

(spoken) 

Thank you, my boy. But that's nothing. Nothing for me! 

 

(sung) 

'Cause I'm the magnificent 

Marvelous 

Mad Madam Mim 

 

(spoken) 

Do you know what? I can even change size 

 

(sung) 

I can be huge in the whole house 

And be teeny and small as a mouse 

Black sorcery is my dish of tea 

It comes easy to me 

'Cause I'm the magnificent 

Marvelous 

Mad Madam Mim! 

(laughs) 

Marvelous, boy! Marvelous! Say boy, did you know I can make myself 



uglier yet? 

[WART] 

Oh that would be some trick or-I mean-e 

[MIM] 

Want to bet? BOO!! Ho ho, you see? I win, I win! Aren't I hideous, boy? 

Perfectly revolting? 

[WART] 

Yes, ma'am 

[MIM] 

But you've ain't seen nothing yet. Watch this 

 

(sung) 

I can be beautiful, lovely and fair 

Silvery voice, long purple hair 

 

La la la la la la la la 

La la la la lal la la la la la la la 

But it's only skin deep. Zim zabarim bim! 

I'm an ugly old creep! 

The magnificent 

Marvelous 

Mad, mad, mad, mad 

Madam Mim! 

You’re Welcome from ‘Moana’ 

Ok, ok, I see what's happening here 

You're face to face with greatness, and it's strange 

You don't even know how you feel 

It's adorable 

Well, it's nice to see that humans never change 

Open your eyes, let's begin 

Yes, it's really me, it's Maui 

Breathe it in 

I know it's a lot 

The hair, the bod 

When you're staring at a demi-god 

What can I say except, "You're welcome" 

For the tides, the sun, the sky 

Hey, it's okay, it's okay 

You're welcome 

I'm just an ordinary demi-guy 

Hey 

What has two thumbs and pulled up the sky 

When you were waddling yea high? 

This guy 

When the nights got cold 

Who stole you fire from down below? 

You're lookin' at him, yo 

Oh, also I lassoed the sun 



You're welcome 

To stretch your days and bring you fun 

Also I harnessed the breeze 

You're welcome 

To fill your sails and shake your trees 

So, what can I say except you're welcome 

For the islands I pulled from the sea 

There's no need to pray, it's okay 

You're welcome 

Ha, I guess it's just my way of being me 

You're welcome 

You're welcome 

Well, come to think of it 

Kid, honestly I could go on and on 

I could explain every natural phenomenon 

The tide, the grass, the ground 

Oh, that was Maui just messing around 

I killed an eel 

I buried its guts 

Sprouted a tree, now you got coconuts 

What's the lesson? 

What is the take-away? 

Don't mess with Maui when he's on a break-away 

And the tapestry here on my skin 

Is a map of the victories I win 

Look where I've been 

I make everything happen 

Look at that mean mini-Maui just tickety-tappin' 

(Ha ha ha ha ha ha, hey) 

Well, anyway let me say, "You're welcome" (you're welcome) 

For the wonderful world you know 

Hey, it's okay, it's okay, you're welcome (you're welcome) 

Well, come to think of it, I gotta go (hey) 

Hey, it's your day to say, "You're welcome" (you're welcome) 

'Cause I'm gonna need that boat 

I'm sailing away, away, you're welcome (you're welcome) 

'Cause Maui can do anything but float 

You're welcome 

(You're welcome) 

You're welcome 

And thank you 

Source: LyricFind 

Songwriters: Lin-Manuel Miranda 

You're Welcome lyrics © Walt Disney Music Company 

  



 

Physical: 

This activity is called “I am as much of a Vain person as…”  The class will 

state this out loud, then a student will silently act out an animal that he 

considers to be a Vain person.  The student who gives the right answer first 

will then come up to the front and these actions will be repeated. 

Games: Students will play the game on Arrogance that they created using the 

character trait cards. 

CONCLUSION 
After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The Gnat and the Bull by Aesop, students 

will understand the setting and the hidden meanings behind being Self-Important and Arrogant. 

Checkpoint Review with Students:  
1. Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class.   

2. 

Review the information learned about The Gnat and the Bull and then give your students one 

or more of the excellent quizzes that are free online on the website Quizizz.  Once on Quizizz, 

search for the story.  Note:  There are other quizzes on there for the other books in this lesson 

plan so the teacher can pick or choose the ones needed. 

 
  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 


