
Aesop’s Fables:  The Frogs and the Ox 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story:  Do not attempt the impossible. 

1. Sometimes it is okay to be afraid of monsters. 

2. To one person it may be a monster, but to another person it may just be a part of nature. 

Character Education: Humility Avoiding arrogance and working to find your own way. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 
ESSENTIAL QUESTION 

Why does the Old Frog feel that he has to make himself look bigger than the monster that crushed 

the little frog?  From the little frogs’ perspective, how should the Old Frog have reacted to their 

statement? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
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WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 

The teacher will read the story with the whole class.  A discussion on whether or not the Old Frog 

was smart will ensue, as well as a list of questions on how the Old Frog was able to do this will 

begin.  Students will move into small groups to find answers to those questions brought up in the 

whole class instruction.  Each small group will decide on a way to present their findings to the 

whole class. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLE 

There are a series of free stories online about frogs.  Just Google the titles. 

Bad Frog at School The Facts About Frogs 

Frog and Toad Are Friends Fairy Tales About Frogs 

I Found a Frog City Dog, Country Frog 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 

Gifted: 

Fairy Tales is often based on real life events.  Frogs and toads lend 

themselves very well to alien stories, because when they are studied as 

Amphibians, they definitely are different from any other creatures on earth.  

Research to find the best alien stories written by authors depicting frogs and 

toads as aliens. 

Extension: 

The Ox (Oxen) pulled the wagons of pioneers during the Westward 

Movement.  Research how important the Oxen were to this movement and 

write a paragraph to explain why Oxen were often preferred more than 

horses to pull those wagons. 

Special Education: 

Fairy Tales are often based on real life events.  Frogs and toads are 

amphibians.  Students research to find out why frogs and toads prefer to live 

in or near ponds and their natural and unnatural predators. 

 



 

Differentiated Activities:   

Students will choose how they want to present the information they learned.  The teacher will give 

them a list of possible projects to create with the information they have gathered in their research.  

These are some suggestions: 

PowerPoint Presentations A song about Frogs and Toads 

Poster Physical Education activities 

Artwork Math Game Board on Frogs and Toads with multiple questions. 

Poems Horoscope – what personality types are included in the Ox? 

The Ox as used in the Chinese  

Transitional Activities 

1. Get their attention. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

3. Give directions. 

4. Signal the start of the transition. 

5. Observe & redirect individual students 

Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 

History: 

Frogs and Toads were first found in East Greenland 370 million years ago.  

Students research Greenland to determine why this area was best for 

amphibians during that time period.  The ancestors of the first frogs and toads 

were called Ichthyotherapy.  Students research to determine why they are called 

the first ‘four-legged fish’. 

Mathematics: 
Students research and create a chart on whether the number of frogs and toads 

from 1980 to present time are increasing or decreasing. 

Science: 
Students research the different types of frogs and toads around the world to 

determine how to identify a poisonous frog or toad. 

Multiple Intelligence Activities (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 
Hopping like a frog is a very healthy physical activity.  A race to determine 

the best in Hopping would be fun. 

Interpersonal: Students research to determine how frogs and toads communicate. 

Intrapersonal: Students research to determine how picky frogs and toads in meeting their mate. 

Linguistic Verbal: Students will write a story, poem, or song about a frog or toad. 

Logical-

Mathematical: 

Students will research to determine the logic of amphibians taking over the 

world.  Is it possible? 

Musical: 

Students will listen to frogs in the wild.  Each type of frog has its own 

croaking sounds to communicate.  Students will select a piece of music that 

they feel explains the feelings of the amphibian in a storm. 



Naturalistic: 

Frogs and Toads have a tendency to dig into the mud in and along the ponds 

and lakes when it gets cold.  Students research to determine why they hide 

away from the cold. 

Visual-Spatial: 
Students research to determine how well frogs and toads see in order to catch 

their prey. 

Existential 

Intelligence: 

Some scientists predict that the success of the frog and toad population will 

determine how much longer humans will be successful on the earth.  

Students will research to determine this theory and decide through voting 

whether or not this is true and then what can be done about it. 

Multicultural Activities 

Art: Students will draw the life cycle of frogs and toads. 

Drama: 
Students will create a radio play with two frogs who will be selling a product such as 

dead mosquitos and flies packaged as food in the grocery store. 

Music: Students will put frog sounds to music in class. 

Physical: 

Dissection of frogs can be done either by the teacher or by students, depending on the 

demands of the curriculum.  A study on the length of the tongue and how useful it is 

to survival is a good approach. 

Conclusion:   

After studying frogs and toads thoroughly through research and physical immersing themselves 

in the topic, students will be able to create a product of their own individual choice or in small 

groups that demonstrate what they learned in class.    

Checkpoint Review with Students:   

After reading, discussing, and exploring the various aspects of this story, students will write a 

paragraph up to a five-paragraph essay on what they learned in the class. 



 

 


