
 

Aesop’s Fables:  The Eagle and the Jackdaw 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story Do not let your vanity make you overestimate your powers. 

1. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

2. Studying the Hero’s Journey through the eyes of the villain. 

Character Education Trait:  Pride Pride is a feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own 

achievements, the achievements of those with whom one is closely 

associated, or from qualities or possessions that are widely admired. This is 

a high or inordinate opinion of one's own dignity, importance, merit, or 

superiority, whether as cherished in the mind or as displayed in bearing, 

and conduct. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
Why does the Jackdaw admire the Eagle?  What is the difference between the Jackdaw’s adoration and fear of the 

Eagle? How many mistakes does the Jackdaw make cause him to have his life turned upside down?  Does this story 

end in a Happily Ever After or a tragedy and why? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Eagle Jackdaw Swooping 

Seized Rustling Fierce 

Swiftly Tangled Fluttering 

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story aloud to the students.  Various questions will be addressed.  The teacher will ask the 

students if they have ever read The Boy Who Flew with Eagles by Ben Woodard, Flight of the Eagles by Gilbert 

Morris or Eagle Boy: A Pacific Northwest Native Tale by Richard Lee Vaughan. Ask students if there are other 

similar stories about eagles traveling on a hero’s journey. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLE 
These supplemental reading books are available online.  Just Google and type in the name of the book and be 

sure to add ‘free online’ at the end of the book name. 

1. The Boy Who Flew with Eagles by Ben Woodard on Scribd 

2. Flight of the Eagles by Gilbert Morris on Read Any Book 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
Students will gather in small groups to compare the settings of stories.  The teacher will give each small group a copy 

of the first page of each book to analyze the setting. The following questions will be explored: 

1. Did the author make use of geographical and immediate surroundings? 

2. Did the author make use of day, time of day, season, or historical period? 

3. 

Did the author show this world through the eyes of his characters? 

Was the author aware of how setting can affect the emotions of his characters?  Each group will share their 

findings with the whole group. 

 Gifted 
Even though pterodactyls are members of the Kite family, eagles are really the 

descendants of dinosaurs.  Prove this statement with research. 

 Special Education 
Create a chart on pictures of birds. Be sure to include eagles.  Categorize the birds by their 

beaks, feathers, food, and environment, then show the class the results of your work. 

Differentiated Activities 
Would you want to have an eagle as a pet for protection?  Research to determine what characteristics of the eagle 

would make it a good pet or not a good pet.  Write a 5-paragraph essay defending your decision. 

Transitional Activities 

1. Get their attention. 4. Signal the start of the transition. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 5. Observe & redirect individual students. 

 

 



3. Give directions. 

Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 

English Grammar: 
Idioms “Pride Goes Before the Fall.” Having too much pride or confidence will cause one to 

make mistakes that lead to a setback or failure. 

History: 

The Founding Fathers chose to make the Bald Eagle an American symbol.  Research to find out 

which Founding Father recommended the Eagle to be the American symbol and why he 

pushed for this bird to be the symbol.  As a Bonus, find out which Founding Father despised 

the Bald Eagle being chosen as an American symbol and why.  

Mathematics: 

At 3:00 pm a Park Ranger discovered a dead bald eagle that had been impaled by an arrow.  

Only two archers were found in the region.  The first archer was able to establish that between 

11:00 AM and 1:00 PM, he was in a nearby diner having lunch.  The second archer can show 

that he was in a camp with friends between 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM.  Have the students make a 

choice and put the numbers up on the board.  The true answer is that the bald eagle was killed 

at 9:30 AM by the first archer.  Ask the students how they made their choices.  Did they try any 

mathematical formulas? 

Science: 

Lead poisoning has become one of the primary causes of death for Bald Eagles. This poisoning 

occurs when the Bald Eagle feeds off carrion (dead animals) that have been shot with lead 

bullets. What action would you take to stop the Eagles from being killed? Students will have to 

research what Lead Poisoning is and how quickly it can kill students. 

Laws: 
Why is it against the law to own even one eagle feather? Students will need to research to find 

the law and then find the answer.  The first to find the answer will receive a reward such as 

extra reading time or extra time to play at the playground for the entire class. 

Multiple Intelligence Activities (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 

Small birds may have more of an advantage than larger birds.  Students will show how 

smaller may be better by creating a physical game that proves this.  Students will get into 

small groups of three to create a game and then demonstrate the game to the class. 

Interpersonal: 
Students will research to find out whether eagles prefer to live socially with other eagles or 

not.  Why would an eagle choose to live away from other eagles?   

Intrapersonal: 

Students will vote to help class create an opinion graph on the interaction between Eagles 

and the Jackdaw.  Students will list the characteristics of both birds to determine which one 

would be more human in its actions. 

Linguistic Verbal: 
Students will research to find some idioms online to present to the class.  Students will 

vote to determine which idiom appeals to them and why. 

Logical-Mathematical: 
Bald eagles can live to be 70 years old.  Jackdaws can live to be 5 years old.  What is the 

difference?  Which bird lives the longest?  Why does one bird live longer than the other? 

Musical: 

The band The Eagles are known for creating many songs that make Americans feel proud 

or happy with life.  One example is “Take It Easy”.  Students should choose which song 

they like the most created by The Eagles and help to create a chart to determine which 

song the class feels is the best.   

Naturalistic: 

Everyone thinks that Pterodactyls are the ancestors of Eagles, but they are not.  Why does 

Nature choose one creature over another to be the ancestor of a bird like the Eagle?  

Students will discuss their reasoning. 

Visual-Spatial: 
Students will create their own bird kites using colored tissue paper and string, then take 

them outside to compete to see who made the highest-flying kite. 

Existential Intelligence 
Why do we often consider the Jackdaw to be a much nicer bird than the Eagle?   How do we measure whether 

someone is nice or not?      

 

 

 



 

Multicultural Activities 

Art: 

Students will draw and color an American patriotic picture with the eagle’s head being prominent on 

the picture.  The Art teacher for the school will decide which picture comes in First Place, Second 

Place, and Third Place for the class. 

Drama: 
Students will create a play about a Jackdaw who constantly uses idioms.  The students can make him 

a good guy or a bad guy. 

Music: 
Students will listen to the song “Fly Like an Eagle” by Steve Miller Band then create a poem based on 

the song. 

Physical: 

Jackdaws are Omnivorous.  After a quick reminder on what Omnivorous means, students will 

‘statue’ an animal that is an Omnivore.  Have the student prove that the animal is an omnivore, then 

have the student create a poster showing the foods their animal likes to eat.   

Conclusion 
After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The Eagle and the Jackdaw by Aesop, students will 

understand the setting of the story, the lives and nature of the birds involved in the story, and why the story ends the 

way it does. 

Checkpoint Review with Students 
Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class. 

 

 


