
 

Aesop’s Fables:  The Dog, The Cock, and The Fox 
Reading Mini Unit  

THEME:  Moral of the Story Those who try to deceive may expect to be paid in their own coin. 

1. It does not pay to be deceitful. 

2. Villains always pay for their crimes. 

3. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

4. Studying the Hero’s Journey through the eyes of the villain. 

Character Education:  Cooperation Working together for a common purpose.  Teamwork 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
It is suggested in the story that the Fox was a villain.  However, is it possible that the Fox may have just been a 

hungry predator?  What happens in the story that indicates that there is more to the story than just another predator 

vs prey story? How important is the setting of a hero’s journey story? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Cock (Rooster) Comrades Glimmer Rosy 

Spirits Roost Arouse Hearty 

Custom Spied Lustily Porter 

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story aloud to the students.  Various questions will be addressed.  The teacher will ask the 

students if they have ever read The Bremen Town Musicians from Germany or Charlotte’s Web from the United 

States.  Teacher will ask students if there are other similar stories about animals traveling on a hero’s journey. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLE 
These supplemental reading books are available online.  Just Google and type in the name of the book and be sure to 

add ‘free online’ at the end of the book name. 

The Bremen Town Musicians Charlotte’s Web 

Crick wing City Dog, Country Frog 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
Students will gather in small groups to compare the settings of stories.  The teacher will give each small group a copy 

of the first page of each book to analyze the setting. The following questions will be explored: 

1. Did the author make use of geographical and immediate surroundings? 

2. Did the author make use of day, time of day, season, or historical period? 

3. 

Did the author show this world through the eyes of his characters? 

Was the author aware of how setting can affect the emotions of his characters?  Each group will share their 

findings with the whole group. 

Gifted Given the first few pages of a middle school book, students will answer the following questions: 

 1. 
Does the author visit a real-world location so the reader feels that he is there at that 

location? 

 2. 
How did the characters react to their location?  Were human emotions exhibited in their 

reactions to the location? 

 3. Do the characters move from one location to another smoothly? 

 4. 

Are there memorable details in the setting? 

Students will now draw a map of the setting and the location/locations of the characters.  

Students will share their findings with the whole group. 

Special Education 

Students are given a printed copy of the setting of the story Charlotte’s Web on which they can 

write.  Students will use highlighters to highlight the characters in one color and the setting in 

another color. 

 

 



 

Differentiated Activities: 

Students will write a paragraph up to a five-paragraph essay on their reactions to the story read.  Students are asked 

to judge the setting of the story, the characters, the plot, and the conclusion.  One question that might help is this:  

Would you want to have a dog as a pet that would kill foxes? 

Transitional Activities 

1. Get their attention. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

3. Give directions. 

4. Signal the start of the transition 

5. Observe & redirect individual students 

Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 

History: 

In Greek and Roman mythology, Asclepius, Minerva, and Mars are the gods of Roosters.  In 

some myths, foxes are wise and benevolent.  In Finnish mythology, foxes are crafty and a 

cunning trickster, but are seldom evil.  Students will choose one of these and research online to 

share with the whole group. 

Mathematics: 

In small groups students will research to find out how many babies that foxes, dogs, and 

chickens have in one year.  Students will create a math problem representing the math they are 

studying in class that will be used in a quiz.  Students will also create a chart to compare the 

numbers for the three creatures. 

Science: 
Students will research why chickens and roosters have their babies in eggs, but dogs and foxes 

have their babies live.  A fun question:  What came first, the chicken or the egg?     

Multiple Intelligence Activities (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 
Students will pretend that they are climbing a wall.  Students will also research to find 

out what muscles are used when climbing a wall. 

Interpersonal: 
Students will research to determine which creature is most social with other animals and 

why:  dog, fox, or the rooster. 

Intrapersonal: 
Of all three animals, which creature would have the ability to understand and have 

empathy with other creatures? Students will vote to help class create an opinion graph. 

Linguistic Verbal: 
Students will research to determine which animal would most likely be able to 

communicate pain if it is hurt. 

Logical-Mathematical:   

Using logic, students will determine which way an egg would roll off of the top of barn 

that a rooster had laid.  Would it roll off to the right or the left?  After voting, the teacher 

will tell them that there never is an egg.  Roosters do not lay eggs, but chickens do. 

Musical: 

Students will divide up in groups then research to find a song depicting the rooster, dog, 

or fox.  Songs will be listed on the board and the teacher will have the groups play their 

newfound songs.  Students will decide which songs are most appropriate for these 

animals. 

Naturalistic: 
Students will research the survival skills of the foxes in the wild, then share what they 

have learned.  Could humans use these same survival skills in the wild? 

Visual-Spatial:   

Using geometric shapes, students in small groups will create the fox, the dog, and the 

rooster with tangrams.  Which animal uses the most tangrams?  Which animal uses the 

least tangrams?  How could this activity have been made easier or harder? 

Existential Intelligence 
The survival skills of foxes in the wild only help them live 3-4 years.  List the dangers that they face everyday.  What 

could be done to extend their lives? 

Multicultural Activities 

Art: 
Using newspapers, students will create abstract art of the fox’s head by ripping off pieces of the 

newspaper and gluing it together.   

Drama: Students will create a play about a fox who wishes he was a pet. 

 

 



 

Music: 
Students will listen to He Doesn’t Know Why by Fleet Foxes from Germany.  What does the music 

describe?   

Physical: 

The story The Cock, the Dog, and the Fox is all about cooperation and teamwork.  Students will discuss 

and then come up with three games in which they have learned how to cooperate with others.  Take the 

students outside to play these games, rotating in teams.  Afterward, bring them back in to discuss what 

happens when anyone does not work with their team, then vote for which team cooperated the best in all 

three games. 

Conclusion 
After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The Cock, the Dog, and the Fox by Aesop, students will 

understand the setting of the story, the lives and nature of the animals involved, and why the story ends the way it 

does. 

Checkpoint Review with Students 
Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class. 

 

 


