
Aesop’s Fables:  The Bundle of Sticks 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story In unity is strength. 

1. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

2. Studying the Hero’s Journey through different eyes. 

3. Determining the characters as Villain or Hero. 

4. Perceiving when to unite to overcome a Problem. 

Character Education Trait: 

Citizenship & Cooperation 

Citizenship is being an informed, responsible, and caring participant in the 

community. Usually, citizenship is based on circumstances of birth in your family.  

Cooperation is needed as a citizen as people can work well together for a common 

purpose.  Cooperation demonstrates the ability to work effectively and respectfully 

with diverse people or teams, make compromises, build consensus in decision-making, 

assume shared responsibility for collaborative work, and value the opinions and 

contributions of individual team members, from a position of firm self-identity. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
Why does the father feel that he is losing his family?  How difficult is it to live in a dysfunctional family?  How does 

discord lead to division in a home? How do the Bundle of Sticks represent the different personalities of people in 

groups? What happened when a House was Divided, as in the years leading up to the American Civil War?   

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Family Certain Quarreling Dysfunctional 

Striking Discord Violent Misfortune 

Moping Surly Bundle Impossible 

Enemies Injure Divided American Civil War 

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story aloud to the students.  Various questions will be addressed.  Ask students if they have 

ever read stories about characters, like villains, are in denial. Ask students if there are other similar stories about 

heroes on a Hero’s Journey. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLES 
These supplemental reading books are available online.  Just Google and type in the name of the book and be 

sure to add ‘free online’ at the end of the book name. 

1. The Wheel on the Bus by Meindert DeJong free online at Archive.org, at Playpen.Meraka, and at Open Library. 

2. Enemy Pie by Derek Munson free online at Educacionyfp. 

3. Max and Bird by Ed Vere on You Tube video free online. 

4. The Pig War by Emma Bland Smith free online at Perlego and at Archive.org 

5. The ABCs of the Civil War by Justin Milasauskas and Cameron Gastelum free online at Story Jumper 

6. American Civil War videos and games free online at NeoK12 

SMAL GROUP INSTRUCTION 
Students will gather in small groups to compare the characters in The Bundle of Sticks.  The teacher will give each 

small group a copy of a story. The following character questions will be explored: 

1. What characteristics does the father demonstrate? 

2. What lessons can people learn from the experiences of the Sons? 

All students will note that there are craft sticks scattered all over the floor of the classroom.  Students will be asked to 

pick up all the sticks.  Then students will gather the sticks in groups of 10s, 5s, 2s, and others to wrap them in bundles 

with rubber bands for addition, subtraction, multiplication, and divisions that they can create as a quiz for the class.  

All student groups will read one of the books then have a Storyteller Session in the classroom to showcase their 

abilities to retell their versions of the stories. 

 

  



Further Discussions 
The Teacher can use this information on Literary Devices to discuss the differences between Metaphors and Similes 

and how important they are for writers.  Students will then create sentences using both Metaphors and Similes. 

Metaphor Two objects are compared to each other/best within the story 

Simile Two unrelated objects are compared to each other.  “Like” and “As” for the best support. 

Gifted 

A "bundle of sticks" – in which each stick represents an individual right – is a common analogy 

made for the bundle of rights. The Bundle of Sticks story by Aesop is often used as a metaphor.  

The bundle of rights is a metaphor to explain the complexities of property ownership.  

Ownership of land is a much more complex proposition than simply acquiring all the rights to 

it. It is useful to imagine a bundle of rights that can be separated and reassembled. Research the 

Bundle of Rights to find out what rights you and your parents have as homeowners.  Students 

in small groups will create a Microsoft Power Point Presentation or a Prezi to present their 

findings to the class. 

Special Education 
What does the metaphor “Stick to Your Guns” mean?  Students will a way to demonstrate this 

to the class from a poster, a song, or a story.   

Differentiated Activities 

Language 

Arts: 

What does the metaphor “Stick in the Mud” mean?  Write a story about a Stick in the Mud using 

either humans or animals with a great plot.  The story can be as long or as short as the students 

want.  Stories should be typed so that they can be gathered into booklets for the students to take 

home.   

Poetry: 

Students will write poems about sticks.  They will first write as many sentences as they can using 

the word ‘stick’, then they will find a rhyming word(s) at the end of every sentence that will help 

them make a poem story using the sticks.  Students will type of the poems, create pictures to go 

with the poems, and then the poems will be bound together in a booklet to take home. 

Geography: 

According to the British Dictionary, human geography is the study of the natural features of the 

earth’s surface, including topography, climate, soil, vegetation, and man’s response to them.   human 

geography. Students will be shown some human geography maps, then each student will choose 

one country which is very interesting for the student to draw and show the natural features of the 

country.  Using small skeletons, each student will present his geography map to show the path that 

he felt was most important while making his map. 

Mathematics: 
Using marshmallows and toothpicks, students will build structures to the teacher’s specifications.  

Have students see how tall and how long they can make their structures.  Have students see if they 

can make. 

Science: 

Introduce students to the DNA model.  Students will research DNA to see how it works in the body.  

Teacher will ask students to replicate the DNA model with their marshmallows and toothpicks.  

Teacher will take pictures of each model and display them on the bulletin board. 

Transitional Activities 

1. Get their attention. 2. Give directions. 3. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

4. Signal the start of the transition. 5. Observe & redirect individual students 

Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 

Writing: 

What does this metaphor mean “Birds of a feather stick together?” Teacher will review the elements 

of writing, then students will write an advertisement on a selling designed stick as a business of 

their choice (Firewood is an example) using this metaphor. 

 

  

https://writers.com/common-literary-devices#metaphor
https://writers.com/common-literary-devices#simile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bundle_of_sticks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Property
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights


History: 
Students will divide up into small groups to research one of the topics on sticks below.  Students 

may write up a research paper or have free choice on presentation of their findings.   

1. A brief history of chopsticks and their use 2. A brief history of walking sticks and their use 

3. Lacrosse sticks and their use in the game Lacrosse 4. Hockey sticks and their use in the game Hockey 

5. Rain sticks and their use in ancient history 6. Glow sticks and their use 

7. Fish sticks and how they are made edible 8. Chinese fortune sticks and their use 

9. Pocky sticks and their uses 10. Mozzarella sticks and how they are made edible 

11. Broomsticks and their use 12. Candlesticks and their use 

Mathematics: 
Using the research from their History activity, in small groups students will create historic timelines 

for the topic they researched on sticks.  Students will create poster boards to show that they 

understand their timelines and present them to the class. 

Science: 

Although artistic elements are often present, Architecture is as much a science as an art. There are a 

lot of factors to consider when putting together the plans for a building. Earthquakes, excessive 

wind, frequent rainfall — all these things can have drastic effects on a building.  The teacher will 

read the book The Three Little Pigs: An Architectural Tale by Steven Guarnaccia (2010). The pigs 

and their homes are nods to three famous architects―Frank Gehry, Phillip Johnson, and Frank 

Lloyd Wright―and their signature homes. Each house is filled with clever details, including 

furnishings by the architects and their contemporaries. After reading and discussion in the class the 

students will get in small groups to research the three architects featured in the book and create 

Microsoft Power Point Presentations on their findings to present to the class.  Students should 

research to find architectural designs and the natural materials, such as wood, straw, brick, that are 

used in these homes. 

Multiple Intelligence Activities (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 

Grab some cones and label them with your class’s current sight word list for or an outside 

activity. Then have kids dribble the ball from one cone to the next, stopping to read the 

words on the list along the way. You can also call out words for them to aim for in the 

activity. 

Interpersonal: 

After reviewing the Hero’s Journey, students will write on this topic: Should the father 

have ignored his sons while they were fighting?  Write a few paragraphs on some 

suggestions you would give the father in the story to help him understand why his sons 

are fighting and what to do to resolve the conflicts. 

Intrapersonal: 

1. 

What does it mean when we say, “Sticks and Stones may break my bones, but your 

words can never harm me”?   

Students will be given a chart of Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs to see what happens 

when the Father’s need for peace in his family is ignored? 

2. 

Dry Bones is a great song for ‘Sticks and Stones may break my bones’.  The teacher 

will pass out the lyrics to the song or show the lyrics up on the projector in the room.  

The teacher will then hold a plastic skeleton up to dance while the students sing the 

song “Dem Bones.” 

Song by The Delta Rhythm Boys 

Ezekiel cried dem dry bones 

Ezekiel cried dem dry bones 

Ezekiel cried dem dry bones 

Now I hear the word of the Lord 

Ezekiel connected dem dry bones 

Ezekiel connected dem dry bones 

Ezekiel connected dem dry bones 

Now I hear the word of the Lord 

 



  

Well, your toe bone connected to your foot bone 

Your foot bone connected to your heel bone 

Your heel bone connected to your ankle bone 

Your ankle bone connected to your leg bone 

Your leg bone connected to your knee bone 

Your knee bone connected to your thigh bone 

Your thigh bone connected to your hip bone 

Your hip bone connected to your backbone 

Your backbone connected to your shoulder bone 

Your shoulder bone connected to your neck bone 

Your neck bone connected to your head bone 

I hear the word of the Lord! 

A dem bones, dem bones gonna walk around 

A dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 

A dem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around 

I hear the word of the Lord! 

Disconnect dem bones, dem dry bones 

Disconnect dem bones, dem dry bones 

Disconnect dem bones, dem dry bones 

I hear the word of the Lord 

Well, your head bone connected from your neck bone 

Your neck bone connected from your shoulder bone 

Your shoulder bone connected from your backbone 

Your backbone connected from your hip bone 

Your hip bone connected from your thigh bone 

Your thigh bone connected from your knee bone 

Your knee bone connected from your leg bone 

Your leg bone connected from your ankle bone 

Your ankle bone connected from your heel bone 

Your heel bone connected from your foot bone 

Your foot bone connected from your toe bone 

I hear the word of the Lord, oh well 

A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones 

A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones 

A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones 

I hear the word of the Lord, mm uh 

A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones 

A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones 

A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones 

Now I hear the word of the Lord 

Linguistic Verbal: 

Students will write a story called “Sticks and Stones”.  The story can be as long or as short 

as the students like, and they can write in any genre.  Stories will be gathered, and booklets 

will be created so that students can take them home. 

Logical-Mathematical: 
After watching “15 Tricky Matchstick Puzzles Only Brilliant Minds Can Solve” on You 

Tube, students will practice some of the activities using craft sticks. 

 

  



 

Musical: 

The conflict between North and South launched music to new heights of 

importance. Music during this difficult era provided a backdrop for their daily 

activities, lifted their spirits ahead of challenging battles and kept up much -

needed morale as the war dragged on. For those on the home front, the music 

that emerged from the conflict served as a link to their loved on es, and 

eventually worked its way into the fabric of American life. “When Johnny 

Comes Marching Home”.  This is the most popular song during that era.  

Students will listen to the song, then sing the song in the classroom.  Students 

will then create new words for this song’s tune about any aspect of what has 

been studied in the class lessons.  Some suggestions might be concerning some 

of the metaphors or one words like Perseverance, Cooperation, or Citizenship. 

Students will be videotaped singing their songs to the background music of the 

instrumental part of the song, then the videos will be presented at Open House, 

on the Intercom for the entire school, or for a school musical. Here are the lyrics 

for the song When Johnny Comes Marching Home:  

When Johnny comes marching home again, Hurrah, hurrah! 

We'll give him a hearty welcome then, Hurrah, hurrah! 

The men will cheer, the boys will shout, 

The ladies, they will all turn out, 

And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 

The old church bell will peal with joy, Hurrah, hurrah! 

To welcome home our darling boy, Hurrah, hurrah! 

The village lads and lassies say, 

With roses they will strew the way, 

And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 

Get ready for the Jubilee, Hurrah, hurrah! 

We'll give the hero three times three, Hurrah, hurrah! 

The laurel wreath is ready now 

To place upon his loyal brow, 

And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 

Let love and friendship on that day, Hurrah, hurrah! 

Their choicest treasures then display, Hurrah, hurrah! 

And let each one perform some part, 

To fill with joy the warrior's heart, 

And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 

When Johnny comes marching home again, Hurrah, hurrah! 

We'll give him a hearty welcome then, Hurrah, hurrah! 

The men will cheer, the boys will shout, 

The ladies, they will all turn out, 

And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home 

Naturalistic: 

The idea of being a “Stick in the Mud” is negative for any 

kid.   This is a person who is dull and unadventurous and who 

resists change, very much what students might call “A Party 

Pooper”.  Nature can be a real party pooper when you step in 

doggie pooh.  The most famous party pooper is the infamous 

Partysaurus Rex from Toy Story Toons.  Students will watch a 

short video on YouTube called Partysaurus Rex then write their 

suggestions for Partysaurus Rex on index cards. 



 

Visual-Spatial: 

Using geometry diagrams, students will use craft sticks to design geometric diagrams.  

Tangrams are fun to make using craft sticks.  Once the students make a design (cat, dog 

kite, etc.), the student will draw the designs then color them to display on the bulletin 

board.  Right angles and obtuse angles can be found in each of the designs.   

Existential Intelligence 
Existentialist thinkers frequently explore issues related to the meaning, purpose, and value of human existence.   

1. 

Ask students to write down their thoughts on whether they feel successful with or without the support of their 

family?  Students will write as much as they like on their own experiences of trying to reach success.  Tell them 

this after completing the task: 

Success Is Attainable When You Believe Life Is Filled with Solutions, Not Problems.   

2. The next day students will write on how they feel their cup of success is fuller than they thought.   

Multicultural Activities 

Art: 

Students will create a unique art painting by using Nature Paintbrushes.  Each student will create this 

painting with a stick, an item from nature like leaves from various plants, elastic bands poster paint, 

and a large roll of bulletin board paper.  Once the items have been banded together to form a 

paintbrush, each student will take his/her turn at painting a picture on the bulletin board paper.  Once 

done, the bulletin board paper can be uploaded onto the bulletin board for display for Open House. 

Drama: In small groups Students will create a short play using one of the stories used in this lesson.  Students 

have free choice on a topic for this play. Students will then act out their new plays for the classroom. 

Music: 

Students will bring an empty cardboard model for a paper towel to the classroom.  Students will 

create a rain stick with used wrapping paper and/or construction paper.   Students will make designs 

on the rain stick after filling it with rice. Students will use their rain sticks while the music for “Johnny 

is Marching Home” is played for them.   

Physical: 
Students will act out the play The Bundle of Sticks.  Students will analyze their characters to 

determine which ones has the best part and why. 

 Games: 1. 
Google the website Interactive Sites on Weebly has a Civil War game 

that is fun for students.   

  2. 

Popular children's games included marbles, checkers, Parcheesi, and 

card games like Gin Rummy. Board games were first introduced in the 

early part of the nineteenth century. Milton Bradley and the Parker 

Brothers began their companies after the Civil War.  Students will 

research the different Milton Bradley and the Parker Brothers games 

that were introduced to the public during and after the Civil War.  

Once students complete the research and choose a way to present this 

information to the rest of the class, it is time to pull out the old board 

games for a Game Day. 

 Photography and Art:  

If there were one person to receive the credit of the vast collection of 

Civil war photographs, it would be 

Matthew Harrison Brady, sitting in 

the middle of the picture. He is the 

reason we can explore many of 

these photos in this article, as he 

revolutionized journalism by 

inventing photojournalism. For this, Brady pitched in enormous sums 

of money from his own pocket. 

His investment amounting to $100,000 however, bore no fruits for 

him, as the entire country was very distressed to be interested in Civil 

War photographs. In the end, Brady sold his collection of Civil War 

photographs for peanuts to the congress, and later died in debt and 

regret. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_of_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Value_(ethics)


Conclusion 
After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The Bundle of Sticks by Aesop, students will 

understand the setting and the hidden meanings behind cooperation and citizenship. 

Checkpoint Review with Students 
1. Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class.   

2. 
Review the information learned about The Bundle of Sticks and then give your students one or more of the 

excellent quizzes that are free online on the website Quizizz.  Once on Quizizz, search for the story.   

 

 


