
 

Aesop’s Fables:  The Ass and His Driver 
Reading Mini Unit 

THEME:  Moral of the Story They who will not listen to reason but stubbornly go their own way against the friendly 

advice of those who are wiser than they, are on the road to misfortune. 

1. Knowing the difference between a Villain and a Hero. 

2. Studying the Hero’s Journey through different eyes. 

3. Determining the characters as Villain or Hero. 

4. Determining when to listen and learn from others. 

Character Education Trait: 

Modest, Humble, and Unobtrusive 

Being modest and humble means recognizing that any given person is one's 

intellectual superior in some way and can be learned from by listening.   It is 

important to recognize the part others have played in one's achievements.  When 

we recognize others, as we build a relationship 'bank' with the person we are 

recognizing. On top of building that goodwill, there's a certain amount of 

pleasure gained when someone thanks you for recognizing him or her. Again, 

human nature takes hold. We find inherent value in the reciprocal appreciation 

for teaching moments, without arrogance. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
How does the plot drive the story?  Why doesn’t the stubborn donkey listen to reason?  How can being stubborn be 

both a positive and negative character trait?  How can stubbornness be turned into perseverance for success? 

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Humble Modest Unobtrusive Aggression Arrogance 

Stubborn Willful Foolish Driving the Plot 

WHOLE GROUP INSTRUCTION 
The teacher will read the story aloud to the students.  Various questions will be addressed.  Ask students if they have 

ever read stories about characters, like villains, who are in denial and think they do not need others for help 

occasionally. Ask students if there are other similar stories about heroes on a Hero’s Journey. 

SUPPLEMENTAL READING/ARTICLES   
These supplemental reading books are available online.  Just Google and type in the name of the book and be sure 

to add ‘free online’ at the end of the book name. 

1. Little Miss Stubborn by Roger Hargreaves free on You Tube video. 

2. The Story of a Donkey: A Children’s Book by Countess De Seger free online at Scribd.com 

3. The Stubborn Fox free on You Tube video. 

4. The Runaway Donkey and Other Rhymes by Emilie Poulsson free online at Project Gutenberg 

5. Thomas’ Snowsuit by Robert Munsch free online at Get Epic! 

6. The Stubborn Baby Elephant free online on You Tube video. 

7. Stubborn as a Mule by Matt Lilley free on Get Epic! 

8. The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood free online at Free Kids Books.org 

9. The Story of My Life by Helen Keller free online at Free Kids Books.org 

10. Pinocchio, an adaptation from The Adventures of Pinocchio written by Carlo Collodi free online at Stories to Grow By 

Small Group Instruction 
Students will gather in small groups to compare the characters in The Ass and the Driver.  The teacher will give each 

small group a copy of a story. The following character questions will be explored: 

1. What characteristics do the characters in each book demonstrate? 

2. What lessons can people learn from the stubbornness shown in the story? 

3. How does the plot drive the story? 

 

 



 

 

 

Ask students these questions for reading comprehension: 

1. What is the main idea of the story? 

2. What happened in the story? 

3. What do you think was the most important part of the story? 

4. Did something happen that changed the outcome of the story? 

5. What was the character's mission? 

6. Why did the character make this choice? 

7. Why did [event] happen? 

8. How should the story have ended? 

FURTHER DISCUSSION 

People often believe that the ones who are stubborn in life are better than, stronger than, smarter than, the rest of us, 

or privy to something magical – certain strengths or qualities that are reserved for the lucky few. The truth is that none 

of us are born with the ‘success’ gene or the ‘happiness gene’. There are many things that lead to success and 

happiness, but one of the most powerful of these is an ability to learn from others. Behind so many brilliant successes 

are failures, rejections, and unexpected turns, but what makes these brilliant successes are the people who support us. 

Without exception, there is also courage. Mountains of Courage that can help us to keep going, to find a different way, 

and of course the courage to try in the first place. Courage doesn’t always feel like courage, especially if a person is 

humble and modest (which shows strength), but if the courage is mixed with aggression and arrogance, it 

destroys. From the outside, courage often looks impressive and powerful and self-assured. Sometimes it might look 

reckless or thrilling. From the inside though, it can feel frightening and unpredictable. It can feel like anxiety, or fear, 

or rolling self-doubt. Courage can be a trickster like that – it often looks different from the outside to the way you 

would expect it to feel on the inside. This is because courage and fear must always exist together. If there is no fear, 

there is no need for courage, and being too stubborn to listen to others can destroy a courageous person.  

Full Class 

What makes a hero a “good hero” in a book?  Should a hero be stubborn or modest and humble? The teacher will read 

the parts of the Pinocchio story in which Pinocchio is too stubborn and causes chaos in his life.  Students should think 

of the comic book and cartoon heroes that have affected them.  Each student should find a hero online that they are 

familiar with, such as Rubeus Hagrid from the Harry Potter series, and then research all the books, poems, movies, 

and songs that help the students identify the modest, humble hero of his choice.  Each student will present his 

findings in class.  If any student is unsure how to approach this activity, pair him up with another student in the class. 

1. Absolute Power corrupts absolutely. 

2. Even the most intimidating bully is weak at heart. 

3. Friendship, persistence (stubbornly resistant to naysayers), and honesty always overcome evil. 

Gifted: 

What makes a villain a “good villain” in a book?  Students should think of the comic book and 

cartoon villains that have affected them.  Each student should find a villain online that they are 

familiar with, such as Prince John from Robin Hood stories and Lord Voldemort from the 

Harry Potter Series, and then research all the books, poems, movies, and songs that help the 

students identify the villain of his choice.  Each student will present his findings in class.  If any 

student is unsure how to approach this activity, pair him up with another student in the class.  

Students can choose to present their findings in any way they like. 

Special Education:   

While the other students are working on their projects, the teacher will read the book The Story 

of My Life by Helen Keller. Discussion on how Helen Keller overcomes the physical disabilities 

he faced throughout her life takes place.  After some discussion questions, students will begin 

researching to find as many activities as they can associated with Helen Keller.  Students will 

create a Microsoft Power Point Presentation to show pictures of the many activities online for 

kids to make when studying Helen Keller. In completing their demonstrations, these students 

will pass out bandanas to every other student in the class and lead them through parts of the 

school to show the students what it is like to be blind.   



 

DIFFERENTIATED ACTIVITIES 

Language Arts:   

Stubbornness makes us persevere. It helps us stand our ground when everyone else is trying to tell 

us that we are wrong. Used with discernment (researching to know that you are in the right), 

stubbornness can be a strong leadership quality and a key determinant of success. Because stubborn 

people know what they want, they tend to be more decisive.  In the case of the donkey in this story, 

he did not think through what he was doing, which always leads to disaster.  In the story about 

Pinocchio, the wooden boy does not think through on what he is doing, and Pinocchio not only 

changes into a donkey but also brings disaster upon himself and his family.  Students will write 

stories that show being stubborn will result in having positive or negative outcomes.  Students can 

choose any tool to make that will help them make a presentation on their story, but the story must 

be typed and readable.   

Poetry: 
Students will write poems about themselves as being stubborn (or persistent).  Students can use any 

historical era, or they can use depiction using science in their poems.  The poems will need to be 

typed so that they can be gathered in a booklet for each student to take home. 

Geography: 

Geography is the study of the natural features of the earth’s surface, including topography, climate, 

soil, vegetation, and man’s response to them.  After looking up maps of Nubia, Egypt or Spain, 

where donkeys were first domesticated, students will create their own maps of the country of their 

choice, making sure they include the landforms and a Key for the map.  Students will use Google 

Earth and Google Maps to create this map of a country of their choice.  Students will choose 

products that the country creates and sells, how the domesticated donkey has been used to help 

mankind to transport these goods and services, then draw pictures on their maps to show where 

these products were produced. 

Mathematics: 

Students will work in small groups to solve this problem: 

A donkey and a horse were carrying some bales of cloth. the donkey said to the horse "if you give 

me one of your bales of cloth, I shall carry half as much as you". The horse replied, " If you give me 

one of yours, I will be carrying three times as much as you".  How many bales was each animal 

carrying originally? Answer:  this is a 3:l ratio.  If the donkey carries one, the horse will carry three. 

They began with two bales on each animal.  The great mathematician Euclid gave this same type of 

logic problem to his students so this might be a great time to introduce this man to the class:  A mule 

and a donkey were going to market laden with wheat. the mule said, "If you give me one measure, I should 

carry twice as much as you, but if I give you one, we should have equal burdens." what was each of their 

burdens? 

Science: 

Donkeys transformed human history as essential beasts of burden for long-distance movement, 

especially across semi-arid and upland environments. They remain insufficiently studied despite 

globally expanding and providing key support to low- to middle-income communities.  In small 

groups students will research to find out what two animals make a donkey, compare pack animals 

like horses and mules to their strength and ability and compare the way these animals talk as to 

which one makes the loudest sounds.  Students will then present their findings to the class with 

charts or choose any medium to show the class. 

TRANSITIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1. Get their attention. 4. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

2. Give directions. 5. Signal the start of the transition. 

3. Observe & redirect individual students.   

 

  



 

Activities Across Other Subjects: (Possible Learning Centers) 

Language Arts/Grammar: 

Story Driver: The mechanism by which the plot is moved forward. Plot is the sequence 

of connected events that make up a narrative in a novel. Generally, a plot in fiction 

builds up to a climax and ends in a resolution at the finish of the story. Every story 

revolves around a central issue, but that central issue only becomes a problem when an 

action or a decision sets events into motion. If an action gets things going, then many 

decisions may follow in response.  A plot planner worksheet is attached at the end of this 

lesson for the stories written for this lesson. 

Writing: 

Students will be asked to write a nonfiction story about either a donkey, a horse, a mule, 

or a zebra.  Students will need to plot out their story to give perspective on the 

environment of this animal, what happens to the animals, and how the story ends 

(happily or not).   

History: 
Students will research the Sahara Desert where donkeys have been used for centuries as 

a means for the migration of people through the harsh landscape.  The main question 

will be: How have donkeys survived the Sahara Desert environment? 

Mathematics: 

1. 
If a donkey in the Sahara Desert can have one baby every year, how many babies 

will the donkey have over a ten-year span?   

2. 

The situation: A man buys a horse for 50 dollars. Decides he wants to sell his 

horse later and gets 60 dollars. He then decides to buy it back again and paid 70 

dollars. However, he could no longer keep it and he sold it for 80 dollars. 

The questions: Did he make money, lose money, or break-even? Why? 

The answer: The man ultimately saw a net profit of 20 dollars; whether you use a 

number line or a debit and credit approach, the answer should always amount to the 

same. 

Science: 

After discussion on the fact that Zebras are cousins to the Donkey, students will research 

to discover why Zebras have stripes, what predator hunts them down for food, how long 

they have been on the planet, and what Italian explorer discovered and named them.  

There are three types of Zebras, so students will get into small groups to focus on one of 

these three groups of Zebras:  Grevy’s Zebra, the Plains Zebra, and the Mountain Zebra.  

Using this information, students will find out how many of the Zebras they research are 

alive today and how they survive in their environments.  Students will present this 

information to the rest of the class with any medium they choose. 

MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (Possible Learning Centers) 

Bodily-Kinesthetic: 

Play the game Pin the Tale on the Donkey.  This version connects students with important 

information about donkeys. The teacher will need butcher paper, construction paper 

scissors, double-sided tape, markers, and a blindfold.  Begin by reviewing the parts of the 

donkey with the class, from the ears to the tail, giving them key facts along the way. Once 

all key parts on a donkey have been listed on the board, the teacher will instruct the 

students to work in small groups to create these parts out of construction paper by cutting 

them in the appropriate shapes (e.g., ears, nose, mouth, neck, torso, and so on). When the 

groups have created all parts of the donkey out of construction paper, students will label 

each part with the markers. The teacher will then ask them to place a square of double-

sided tape on the back of each piece. As the students are adding tape to the pieces, the 

teacher will cut a four-foot length of the butcher paper, sketch the outline of a donkey on it 

and hang it on the wall. 

Interpersonal: 

As you know, Pinocchio’s nose grows when he lies.  So, if he said, “My nose is about to 

grow”, would Pinocchio be telling the truth or not?  Students will write on index cards their 

answers and explain their answers. 

 

 



 

Intrapersonal: 

Just as there can be no great heroes without great villains, there can be no courage without 

fear.  Courage can be a trickster like that – it often looks different from the outside to the 

way you would expect it to feel on the inside. This is because courage and fear must 

always exist together. If there is no fear, there is no need for courage and the resulting 

stubbornness causes disaster.  

1. 

After a discussion on Pinocchio and how telling lies causes his nose to grow and he 

turns into a donkey, what does it mean to be too stubborn to learn? The students will 

write an essay at the length required of their grade level on this question: “Why do we 

have to work through our own stubbornness to be brave and courageous? 

2. 
Students can also write on this topic comparing courage and tricksters: “How can 

being stubborn lead to being tricked by a trickster?”  

Linguistic-Verbal: 

After reviewing the Hero’s Journey and reading Pinocchio, students will write a song 

about how Pinocchio’s stubbornness leads to his sad catastrophes in life.  Students can use 

the songs from movies or tv shows, but the lyrics must show the disasters that Pinocchio 

causes by being stubborn. 

Logical-Mathematical: 

This is a logic puzzle about Pinocchio.   What can the students conclude from these 

statements: 

1. Pinocchio always lies 

2. Pinocchio says, "All my hats are green." 

The students can conclude that Pinocchio has no hat. 

A. Pinocchio has at least one hat. 

B. Pinocchio has only one green hat. 

C. Pinocchio has no hats. 

D. Pinocchio has at least one green hat. 

E. Pinocchio has no green hats. 

Musical: 

The teacher will play the song “I’ve Got No Strings” sung by Pinocchio.  Students will 

explain what this means to them in relation to Pinocchio’s responsibility for his actions.  

Students will write a paragraph or two on how Pinocchio makes a mistake in doing this. 

 

Lyrics transcribed by Disneyclips.com 

Music and lyrics by Leigh Harline and Ned Washington 

Performed by Dickie Jones as Pinocchio 

Naturalistic: 

Enrichment is often thought of as an “extra”, or optional provision for animal residents. 

Sanctuary workers are understandably focused on providing the food, water, and housing 

necessary for these animals to live. But the best way to start any enrichment plan is to first 

consider their natural behaviors. For example, in the wild, donkeys spend most of their 

day moving about and grazing. It’s important to understand both the species-specific 

needs of your residents in addition to considering their individual needs! The problem:  

Peanut, an older donkey resident, underwent leg surgery recently and her movements 

must be limited (she really likes to roam) to allow the leg to heal. Setting Peanut up in 

her indoor living space, and then providing limited outdoor access to a small paddock is 

vital to her healing process, but will likely lead to boredom and frustration. The teacher 

will ask, “What could you do to rid Peanut of her boredom?  Students will write three 

ways they would try to help Peanut.  The teacher will create a chart to show which way is 

the most popular in the classroom and why the students chose it as the best way to solve 

Jenny’s problem with boredom. 

  

https://opensanctuary.org/resident-drinking-water-considerations-at-your-animal-sanctuary/
https://opensanctuary.org/what-does-it-mean-for-each-animal-sanctuary-resident-to-be-an-individual/
https://opensanctuary.org/article/building-a-good-home-for-donkeys/


 

Visual-Spatial: 

The class will play a game of Simon Says.  The teacher will incorporate the animals 

discussed in these lessons to ensure that students understand the behaviors of these 

animals.  If you know a foreign language, teach students the language by using it in Simon 

Says.  They really enjoy this activity, and it is a nice quick break with lots of giggles. 

1. 

The Cross Crawl is a fun exercise that gives students to feeling of being an animal. 

Students start with their feet together, hands up at their sides.  Lifting their right knee 

up and touching it with their left hand in a stretch, then bringing their hands back 

up, students will switch and lift their left knee up and touch with their right hand.    

2. 
Using Legos, students will create donkeys of all colors, shapes, and sizes.  These will 

be displayed in the classroom.   

EXISTENTIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Existentialist thinkers frequently explore issues related to the meaning, purpose, and value of human existence.  An 

existential crisis means that you are starting to find yourself, your true self. And if you follow that path to its 

conclusion, you’ll find that life is much simpler than what it was before, that your self is an illusion and much of what 

we give value to in life, has little to no meaning; certainly not in the way we thought of as before.  Students will write 

an essay on who they are and where they believe their path to the future lies.  Ask them “What do you want to do 

with your life?” 

MULTICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
Art: Students will learn how to draw a cartoon donkey through a video on You Tube.   

Drama: 

In small groups Students will create a short play about being too stubborn to be successful.  

Students have free choice on a scenario for this play. Students will then act out their new 

plays for the classroom.  Some suggestions are: 

1. 
You keep at an idea or plan, or insist on making your point, even when you know 

you’re wrong. 

2. You do something you want to do even if no one else wants to do it. 

3. When others present an idea, you tend to point out all the reasons it won’t work. 

4. 
You visibly feel anger, frustration, and impatience when others try to persuade you of 

something you don’t agree with. 

5. 
You agree to or commit halfheartedly to others’ requests, when you know all along that 

you’re going to do something entirely different. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_of_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Value_(ethics)


 

Music: 

The teacher will pass out copies of the lyrics to The Zax by Dr. Seuss song.  Students will 

watch Dr. Seuss’s book The Zax read aloud on YouTube.  Students will change the ending of 

the story. 

The Zax Song by Dr. Seuss 

One day, making tracks 

In the prairie of Prax, 

Came a North-Going Zax 

And a South-Going Zax. 

And it happened that both of them came to a place 

Where they bumped. There they stood. 

Foot to foot. Face to face. 

"Look here, now!" the North-Going Zax said, "I say! 

You are blocking my path. You are right in my way. 

I'm a North-Going Zax and I always go north. 

Get out of my way, now, and let me go forth." 

"Who's in whose way?" snapped the South-Going Zax. 

"I always go south, making south-going tracks. 

So you're in MY way! And I ask you to move 

And let me go south in my south-going groove. 

Then the North-Going Zax puffed his chest up with pride. 

"I never," he said, "take a step to one side. 

And I'll prove to you that I won't change my ways 

If I have to keep standing here fifty-nine days!" 

"And I'll prove to YOU," yelled the South-Going Zax, 

"that I can stand here in the Prairie of Prax 

For fifty-nine years! For I live by a rule 

That I learned as a boy back in South-Going School. 

Never budge! That's my rule. Never budge in the least! 

Not an inch to the west! Not an inch to the east! 

I'll stay here, not budging! I can and I will 

If it makes you and me and the whole world stand still!" 

Well…Of course the world didn't stand still. The world grew. 

In a couple of years, the new highway came through 

And they built it right over those two stubborn Zax 

And left them there, standing un-budged in their tracks. 

Physical: 

This activity is called “I am as Stubborn as…”  The class will state this out loud, then a 

student will silently act out an animal that he considers to be stubborn.  The student who 

gives the right answer first will then come up to the front and these actions will be repeated. 

Games: 

Students will play the game “Did You Hear That?”   Using the information, they learned in 

the lessons taught, the students will follow these Rules: 

1. You are trying to fool your opponent. 

2. You start by asking, "Did you hear that  happened?" 

3. Your opponent can either say, "That didn't happen," or "Tell me more." 

4. If they correctly guess that it didn't happen, the opponent gets two points 

5. 
If they incorrectly guess that it didn't happen, you steal one point and gain two 

additional 

6. If you are asked, "Tell me more," points double at the end of the statement 

 

 



 

Photography and Art:   

Students will research to find the pictures of donkeys.  Students will write stories or poems 

about their pictures, creating stories of inspiration.  Students will vote on which picture of a 

donkey is the most beautiful so class can use it for a booklet for the class.   

CONCLUSION 

After all the activities and discussion in the class on the story The by Aesop, students The Ass and His Driver will 

understand the setting and the hidden meanings behind Humble, Modest, and Unobtrusive. 

Checkpoint Review with Students 
 Students will complete story maps on the story to show what they learned in the class.   

 
Review the information learned about The Ass and His Driver and then give your students one or more of the 

excellent quizzes that are free online on the website Quizizz.  Once on Quizizz, search for the story.   

Note:  There are other quizzes on there for the other books in this lesson plan so the teacher can pick or choose the 

ones needed. 

 

 


