
Aesop’s Fables:  Belling the Cat 
Reading Mini Unit 

Theme: 
Moral of the Story -It is one thing to say that something should be done, but quite a different matter 

to do it. 
1. Consider all safe options when you suggest solutions to a problem. 

2. 
When problem solving, think of you would solve it rather than passing an impossible task to 

someone else. 

Character Education trait: 
Accountability and Responsibility Being responsible for your 

decisions and actions. 

Character Education trait: 
Diligence Consistent attention to quality work and problem 

solving, remaining focused on your goal. 

Grade Level: PreK-5th (Classic Literature) 
 Objectives:  Students will demonstrate their knowledge of how classic literature explores 

our relationship between different species. 

 Essential Question:  How do we account for suggesting a solution to a problem that 

risks a life?  How much do we value the lives of ourselves and others? 

Vocabulary Words 
 Meeting Constant Stir 

 Enemy Rejoicing Successful 

Whole Group Instruction 
 The teacher will read the story aloud, using inflection to show that the story is scary.  

Discuss what the purpose of the little mouse is who makes the suggestion of belling the cat, 

and then discuss the purpose of the cat in the story and the purpose of the meeting that the 

mice are holding.  Discussion on the roles of Predator vs Prey should take place.   

Supplemental Reading/Article 
 How does the image of the cat change in varying stories?  Read the short stories and watch 

these short videos on YouTube to compare the role of the cat.  Consider whether these 

depictions of the cat are fair when comparing them with our housecats at home.   “Belling 

the Tiger by Mary Stoltz” (America) , “Pete the Cat” (America),  “Puss in Boots” (France), 

and “Peter and the Wolf” (Russia). 

Small Group Instruction 
 Students break into small groups to discuss the purpose of predators and survival.  Each 

group will focus on a chosen predator to determine his purpose in nature, how important he 

is to the environment, and what would happen if predators were unable to find food and 

prey were allowed to live freely. Students will look at ways to protect themselves as both 

predators and as prey, seeing both sides of the argument. 

Gifted 

1. 

Gifted students will study the beginnings of the primitive Carniova, the first mammal that 

led to the first cats, Proailurus and Pseudalelurius, coming from Europe to Asia and then to 

North America. Gifted students will be excited to study the fossil structures of their bones 

and to present to the class. 

2. Gifted students will study how the Egyptian cat and its standing in the Egyptian world.   

  



 

Special Education 
 Students will investigate how black cats have been associated with Halloween.  In Medieval 

France and Spain, black cats were the objects of superstition.  They were considered the 

bringers of bad luck, and even today, some people believe that a black cat walking across 

your path brings bad luck.  These students should really be excited to present this to the 

class. 

Differentiated Activities 
 Students will choose how to present their newfound information to the class.  They can: 

1. write a song, poem, story  

2. create a Venn diagram on the interactions between the predators and the prey.   

3. 
Research the statistics on the live of the cat and the life of a mouse, then present those to the 

class in a circle graph. 

Transitional Activities 
1. Get their attention. 

2. Prep them for what's about to happen. 

3. Give directions. 

4. Signal the start of the transition. 

5. Observe & redirect individual students 

Activities Across Other Subjects: 

History: 
There are 40 different types of cats in the world.  Each student will choose one type of 

cat to research and present to the class.                   

Mathematics: 
Can cats do mathematics?  Yes, they can.  Students will research this question to find 

the answer, then go to Cat Math.com to practice their math skills. 

Science: 

Each student will hunt down one fact that the other students probably do not know 

without researching on the life cycle of the cat.  The facts will be listed with the whole 

class then put up on the board for everyone to review. 

Social 

Studies: 

Are cats smarter than dogs?  How do we know?  In partners, students will search 

through the Science to find out whether cats are smarter than dogs. 

Multiple Intelligence Activities 
Bodily-

Kinesthetic: 

Students will be given a chance to Dress Like a Cat Day this week on Friday.  Students 

must be dress appropriately but add cat aspects to their outfit. 

Interpersonal: 

Can a Four-Legged Friend replace a Two-Legged Friend? Each group will discuss the 

owner-pet attachment and the characteristics that each must have for the bonding to 

work well.  Each student will write their answer down on an index card.  These cards 

will be shuffled, and the teacher will read these aloud with student discussion. 

Intrapersonal: 

Paper Fortune Tellers “How Does My Cat Feel About…”  Students will write questions 

on each leaf of the paper fortune teller and then the emotions a cat would feel on the 

fortune teller.  Students will play the game in pairs, explaining why the cat would react 

the way it does. 

Linguistic 

Verbal: 

Students will write a story at any length about a cat and a mouse(mice).  The story must 

have a good introduction, a solid story timeline, and an ending that is interesting and 

fun to read. 

Musical: The teacher will play the song “Everybody Wants to Be a Cat” on The Aristocats. 

  



 

Naturalistic: 

Cats are natural predators.  That means that when you let your house cat outside, it 

becomes a predator.  Which animals does it endanger and to what extent do cats 

endanger the environment at your home? 

Visual-

Spatial: 

How fast can each of the cats run?  Which cat from around the world is the fastest?  

Once found, see if the rate that these cats run and compare that to other animals of your 

choice.  The class will create a graph of any type depicting each of the cats and their 

speed. 

Existential 

Intelligence: 

Discuss the philosophy and the logic behind the nature of the predator and the prey. 

Logical-

Mathematical: 

1. 
Students will research a breed of cat and then share with the class how long the 

cat should live and what helps the cat live longer or shorter life span than others. 

2. 

The teacher will help students create a graph on how many students’ own cats, 

want to own cats, own dogs, and want to own dogs.  Students will discuss why 

certain choices have been made for their homes. 

Multicultural Activities 

Art: 
Using the training given by the Art Teacher, students will draw their favorite cat from 

around the world.  

Drama: 
Create a play in which the cat learns his lesson and does not attack the mouse ever again. 

Music: 
“The Lion Sleeps Tonight”.  Explain whether animals and people should be afraid of the cat 

they chose for the play (above). 

Physical: 
Cats need physical activity every day, just as every mammal does.  After research, students 

in partners will list activities that the cats can do to entertain and help them get exercise.   

Conclusion 
After this exploration of cats both domestic and in the wild, students will understand why the mice in 

the story are afraid of the cat and why they want to bell the cat.  Students will be able to answer the 

question on whether the action of belling the cat will result in the mice being successful, failing, or even 

if the mice undertake the process of belling the cat. 

Checkpoint Review with Students 
Students will create a poster, a PowerPoint presentation, or a graph depicting what they learned that 

they liked most about the lesson. 

Students will explain how likely they are to heed warnings given to them by those trying to help them. 

 

 


